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honored on 


anniversary of Iwo Jima 


Turley Publications photo by Mike Lydick 


(From left) Donald F. Withee, Joseph F. Oleskiewicz, and Donald S. Dorrington listen as John S. Rutovich, 
commandant of the Westfield River Valley Detachment 141, introduces them during a special lwo Jima 
anniversary observance held Feb. 19. The three are former Marines and survivors of that epic battle. 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


Joseph F. Oleskiewicz, pointed to a black 
and white photo showing a group portrait 
of young U.S. Marines taken during World 
War II. 

“That’s when we were skinny Marines,” 
he said. 

Now 88, the Agawam man is one of a 
dwindling number of survivors still living 
after a fierce fight nearly 70 years ago for 
a small Pacific island called Iwo Jima. The 
1945 battle for the eight-square mile island 


Email server 
crashes, news 
items not received 


Due to company-wide email server 
issues last week, any news or ad-re- 
lated items submitted to Agawam 
Advertiser News Editor Jennifer 
Wroblewski (jwroblewski @turley. 
com), Ad Representative John Baskin 
(jbaskin @turley.com) or Office Man- 
ager Teri Machia (aan @turley.com) 
were likely not received for inclusion 
in this edition. 

If you submitted a news item that 
did not run within these pages, please 
contact us at 786-7747. News submis- 
sions may be faxed to us at 786-8457 
or dropped off at our office located at 
23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills. 

We apologize for the inconve- 
nience. 


was one of the most famous — and deadliest 
— encounters against Japanese forces. 


“i couldn’t 


Oleskiewicz and two other former Ma- 


move from the 
waist down. 

God tossed me 
back that day.” 


Donald F. Withee 


rines from the Agawam area who survived 
that epic battle were honored at a special 
ceremony in Agawam on Feb. 19 — the 67th 
anniversary of the Marine invasion of Iwo 
Jima. 

Oleskiewicz, Donald S. Dorrington of 
Cummington, and Donald F. Withee of West 
Springfield, were honored at a ceremony 
held at Heritage Hall West, the Agawam 
nursing home where Oleskiewicz currently 


Please see IWO JIMA, page 6 
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Public Safety 
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Phone system 
implemented 
townwide 


New extensions available 
for all departments 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM -Last year, Agawam Police Chief 
Robert Campbell said sometimes he would not 
get his voicemails for an extended period of 
time. His phone extension at police headquar- 
ters had to be “rigged” for him to begin receiv- 
ing phone calls. 

“That phone is our lifeline here,’ Campbell 
said. “We get all our emergency calls here and 
we do our daily business with our phones.” 

That business will be much easier to complete 
with the addition of a brand new phone system 
that has been installed town-wide. The recently 
implemented phone system includes new exten- 
sions for many town officials, but improved ser- 
vice and fewer chances of dropped service. 

The police department had one of the worst 
situations after lightning struck a panel at the 
police department, Campbell said. 

“It was so bad and they could not get parts 
for this old phone system,” he said. “They went 
ahead and Gerry-rigged something together for 
me to be able to use my phone.” 

But the lightning strike had lasting effects, 
the chief added. 

“I had some issues getting my voicemails,” 
Campbell said. “Sometimes people would call 
me and ask why I was not calling them back. I 
would tell them I just got their messages (a few 
days later).” 

The phone system was installed within the 
past two weeks. Currently, Agawam Town Hall 
and the police and fire departments are fully on- 
line. The new phone system runs off the Com- 
cast digital voice system and eliminates the need 
for analog phone service through Verizon. 

The Comcast system also allows the town to 
operate with few lines, thus savings in phone 
bills are estimated at around $600 per month. 

The town of Agawam saved $150,000 from 
the original estimate and will be providing more 


Please see PHONES, page 7 


Capturing the epitome of the pit bull 


Library assistant director 
publishes book 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


1992 when Jolene Mercadante found her 

soul mate: a five-week-old pit bull ter- 
rier puppy she came to call Rumer. Today, 20 
years after their first meeting, Mercadante has 
chronicled their relationship in her new book, 
“The Angel on my Shoulder: My Life with an 
American Pit Bull Terrier.” 

Mercadante, assistant director at Agawam 
Public Library, is a self-professed animal 
lover and staunch supporter of the dog breed 
many people love to hate, the pit bull. 

Twenty years ago, when Mercadante was 
looking into the possibility of getting a dog, 
she stumbled on a breed that she thought 
would suit her. Her neighbor had a dog that 
she said “looked perfect,’ and upon inquir- 
ing about the animal, learned it was a pit bull. 


| was a bitterly cold day in February 


as 7 : 
“The Angel On My Shoulder is a love song from start to finish. 
A remarkable story of love, not just between this woman and 
her beloved pit bull, but a song of celebration for the love of 
family for each other.” 
—Susan Wilson, best-selling author of One Goad Dog 
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Turley Publications courtesy photo 


The Angel on My Shoulder 
by Jolene Mercadante is 
available for circulation at 
Agawam Public Library. 


From there, Mercadante began to research the 
breed and was dismayed at what she uncovered. 
“It was horrible,” she said. “As a person who 
loves animals, my heart broke.” 

Most of what she read about the breed cen- 
tered on what she believes is a common mis- 
conception: that pit bulls are innately vicious 
animals. According to Mercadante — who 
now has two pit bulls, Aderyn and Mei Mei 
— the dogs are people pleasers; bred to be hu- 
man friendly. Oftentimes, they demand love 
and attention from their human counterparts 
and little else. 

“My heart said you have to do something,” 
she said. 


8 


A call to action 

Mercadante started the pro- 
cess of writing about her pit bull, 
Rumer, in 2006, two years after 
she lost her beloved companion. 
Today, her book, The Angel on 
My Shoulder is available for pur- 
chase on Amazon.com and barne- 
sandnoble.com. Copies of her 


Please see PIT BULL, page 7 
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Veterans housing discussion ‘soldiers on’ 


Public hearing continued 
to Feb. 27 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Officials for the “Soldier On” project in Aga- 
wam are balking at the request of an abutter to include a six- 
foot chain-link fence on the border of their proposed facility 
at 702 South Westfield St. 

Representatives of Soldier On appeared before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals Monday, Feb. 13, to seek relief in several 
areas through the project and hope to move forward with their 
project, 54 units of housing for homeless veterans. 

Soldier On is a non-profit group proposing to transform a 
former school and police academy located at the South West- 
field Street site into a 54-unit dwelling in which the tenants 
would be veterans who have had difficulty finding permanent 
homes. 

Jim Scalise of SK Designs, made the presentation before 
the ZBA to show what the organization would be doing with 
the site, and what changes would be made to accommodate 
its new use. 

The project was originally approved by the Agawam City 
Council about two years ago, but had to go through the ZBA 
for further approvals, including changes that would exempt 
the building from certain zoning bylaws. 

Neighbors Joe and Mary Czerpak requested that a chain 
link fence be erected by Soldier On in areas where there is 
not a natural tree buffer to their abutting property. The pur- 
pose would be to prevent the veterans, some of whom will 
have social and mental disabilities, from encroaching on their 
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Scalise was hesitant to agree to such a huge expense to 
please the neighbors. 

“Putting up a chain-link fence at $25 per square foot with 
more than 1,600 feet of fence would be cost prohibitive,” he 
said. “We will consider it but it is not currently part of the 
project budget.” 

The facility upgrade would cost more than $12 million, 
as classrooms in the building would need to be transformed 
into mini-apartments. Tenants would receive support ser- 
vices from Soldier On and have the opportunity to own their 
homes and would even pay taxes. Soldier On, as a whole, said 
it plans to pay property taxes to the town of Agawam under 
their proposal, despite being a non-profit organization. 

Scalise assured Mary Czerpak that residents of the new fa- 
cility would not be coming on her property and would mostly 
stay in the close vicinity of the facility. 

Other residents at the meeting argued with the traffic study 
that was presented, stating that due to the tournaments held 
by Oak Ridge Country Club during the warmer months of the 
year, the traffic study conducted in January is not an accurate 
measure of the increase in traffic that would occur. 

Scalise said only 17 percent of residents have driver’s li- 
censes at the Pittsfield facility and they are anticipating simi- 
lar statistics at the proposed Agawam facility. Soldier On is 
seeking relief from parking requirements, which state there 
must be one space per unit. They are proposing 39 spaces 
instead of 54. 

“We just don’t need the parking,” said Scalise. “Most of 
these people are disabled and cannot drive.” 

The facility would have vans on-call for the veterans. 

One resident questioned the traffic of visitors. Scalise said 
the type of residents that live at Soldier On do not have fami- 
lies and are there because they have nowhere to turn. 

The public hearing was continued to Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Peirce Conference Room at the Agawam Public Library. 
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WHERE IS IT? 


Each week Agawam Advertiser News will feature 
a photo of a local building, item, sign, place or land- 
mark and ask readers to pick their brains to figure out 
where it is or even what it is. Check here each week 
to test your knowledge of the area where we live and 
work. The photo will be from either Agawam or Feed- 
ing Hills, but we’ll always give you a hint or two. 

The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will run 
in next week’s edition along with the name of the first 
person to submit a correct answer and a new trivia 


photo for you to consider. 


Email answers or future Where Is It? suggestions 
to editor Jennifer Wroblewski at jwroblewski @tur- 


ley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Connie J. Casagrande 


Perhaps you’ve spent some time in the great 
outdoors with this tall, friendly face. Tell us, 
do you know where this is? 


i, i 


Last week’s photo: T 


he Agawam Police 


Department located on Springfield Street. 
Correctly guessing the answer were Sue 
Meunier of Feeding Hills and Rick Parrott 


of Agawam. 


Agawam 
library to 
exhibit 
student 
artwork 


Student artwork from the 
Agawam Public Schools will 
be exhibited from March 
1 through March 30 at the 
Agawam Public Library 
in recognition of National 
Youth Art Month. The ex- 
hibit will be found on the 
gallery walls, the lower level 
walls, the Johnson Memorial 
Case, the double-glass cases 
and the lower level glass 
case. 

A diversity of media from 
kindergarten through grade 8 
will be represented, includ- 
ing weaving, watercolor, 
three-dimensional artwork, 
drawings (both abstract and 
realistic) and more. 

The public is invited to 
come and admire student 
achievement at this free ex- 
hibit. A blank book will be 
available for viewer com- 
ment. 
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Next meeting Feb. 29 
at library 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


AGAWAM - Plans to restore and rehabili- 
tate the School Street Barn will soon rest in 
the hands of the Agawam City Council, but 
first, the Agawam Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC) will vote on a $61,750 ap- 
plication to retain the services of Crosskey 
Architects, for the project. 

The request for funds will be discussed at 
the CPC’s next meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 
29 at Agawam Public Library. The meeting 
starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Crosskey Architects, located in Hartford, 
Conn., is a design firm with extensive experi- 
ence in restoration of post and beam struc- 
tures including various historic barns, said 
Deborah Dachos, director of Agawam Plan- 
ning and Community Development. 

The planning and community develop- 
ment office — in conjunction with an ad- 
visory group consisting of CPA members 
Henry Kozloski and Richard Bennett; David 
Cecchi, chairman of the Agawam Historical 
Commission; former city council member 
Jill Messick and Bonnie Parsons, historic 
preservation planner for the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission (PVPC) — screened 
seven detailed proposals from designers from 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, all vying to 
undertake the School Street Barn restoration 
project. Crosskey Architects was chosen as 
the finalist, displaying the most comprehen- 
sive knowledge of post and beam restoration 
and extensive experience with reuse of his- 
toric barns. 

Based on the recommendations of a 2009 
study committee report, plans for the barn 
restoration include a new foundation, roof, 
windows and doors, said Dachos. Use of the 
barn as a public event space will require the 
provision of handicap access, as well as the 
construction of new restroom facilities. Once 
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CPC to consider School Street Barn request 


restoration is completed, the School Street 
Barn will resemble a handful of restored 
barns found throughout the Commonwealth. 
The most similar in design and use is the Riv- 
erbend State Park barn in Uxbridge, which 
is used as a visitor’s center and is leased for 
weddings and other private functions. 

“The Town of Agawam assumed the role 
as caretaker of this unique and valuable his- 
toric structure when we purchased the School 
Street property in 2002,” said Dachos. “As 
the caretaker, it is our responsibility to en- 
sure that the barn will be preserved for future 
generations. No action is not an option. Barns 
must be maintained or they will fall prey to 
their foes, wind, rain and rot.” 

The town of Agawam voted to adopt the 
Community Preservation Act in 2001. CPA 
funds can only be used for projects which fit 
in the following categories: open space, his- 
toric resources, recreational land and com- 
munity housing. Annually, 10 percent of 
the CPA revenue collected must be placed 
in accounts dedicated to historic preserva- 
tion, open space and affordable housing. This 
money accumulates until used for eligible 
projects, said Dachos. At no time can historic 
preservation funds be used for open space, 
recreation or affordable housing projects. 

Currently there is $328,418 in the historic 
preservation account. 

According to the request for funding sub- 
mitted to the CPC by the office of planning 
and community development, funding for de- 
sign services for preservation and rehabilita- 
tion of the barn is the necessary first step for 
the larger project of preserving the building. 

On Feb. 3, the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission authorized the submission of a 
National Register nomination for the barn, 
stating, “The barn at present retains sufficient 
integrity of location, design, materials, work- 
manship, feeling and association to convey 
its historical and architectural significance.” 

National Register designation is only given 
by the Department of Interior to the nation’s 
historic places worthy of preservation. By 
listing the School Street Barn on the regis- 


ter, the historic significance of the building is 
recognized nationally. 

Ongoing maintenance and upkeep of the 
barn will be required once the renovation is 
completed. It will be met by rental of the barn 
to private groups for weddings, parties and 
other large-group gatherings, according to 
the request. Once a final design for the barn 
is completed, a detailed maintenance budget 
will be developed, which will include antici- 
pated revenues from all rental activities. As a 
town barn, the remainder of the cost of main- 
tenance and upkeep will be met by the town 
of Agawam. A permanent committee will 
likely be created to oversee the management 
of the facility going into the future. 

The planning and community development 
office conducted a “request for proposals” 
process for the design services, in which it the 
barn advisory committee used a 10 percent of 
estimated construction costs (or $65,000) to 
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set a maximum bid amount. Crosskey came 
in under that amount at $61,750. 

Crosskey Architects will be available for 
weekly consultations and, with an office 
located in Hartford, Conn., will be close 
enough to deal with emergency situations, 
officials stated in the CPC request. Huntley 
Associates of Northampton will be the sub- 
contractor for the project. 

The other design firms and subcontractors 
were regionally located, but were not ranked 
as highly by the selection committee. No 
Agawam firms submitted proposals. 

Anyone interested in learning more about 
the School Street Barn Restoration Project 
is encouraged to call the Agawam Office of 
Planning and Community Development at 
786-0400, ext. 8738, email planning @aga- 
wam.ma.us, or attend the CPC meeting at the 
Agawam Public Library Wednesday, Feb. 29 
at 6:30 p.m. 


Regular School Committee meeting agenda 


Roberta G. Doering School 
68 Main St. 
Feb. 28 - 7 p.m. 


1. Call to order 

2. Executive Session — 6:45 p.m. Personnel 
3. Moment of silence 

4. Roll call of attendance 

5. Regular meeting - 7 p.m. 

6. Citizen’s Speak Time 

7. Highlights on Education: Presentation of 
the Agawam Academic A’s 

8. Superintendent’s Notes 

9. Student Advisory Committee representa- 
tive update 

10. Unfinished Business 

a. SCR-12-05 Approval of AHS Band 
Spring Trip to Cleveland, Ohio from April 
11 - 15, 2012 

11. Business Meeting: 

a. Routine Matters 

1) Approval of minutes 

2) Calendar/ Correspondence 


Black Friday Specials 


March 1 from 5-7pm! 


Free $10 gift card for the first 15 customers! 


Pure Excitement Money Market 


Don't miss this opportunity. Have more access to your money when you need it! 


Open a Free Checking Account 
and Receive Up to $100° 


Choose From: 


» $25 for your direct deposit 

» $25 when you pay a bill through 
online banking/bill pay 

» $25 for signing up 
for online statements 


Fixed-Rate Mortgage Rates 


» $25 when you turn in your 


» $25 when you refer a friend who 


opens a Free Checking account 


bank’s debit card and replace it 
with a Berkshire debit card 


Now is the time to buy or refinance. 


O 
15-Year 3.1 2D Re 
= 3.143% 


Receive 
up to $100” 


b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports: 

1). Scheduled Reports: 

* Personnel Update (paper report) 

* School Choice Update — P. Cavanaugh 

* Financial Update — P. Cavanaugh 

2). Subcommittee updates 

12. New Business: 

a. SCR-12-06, Approval of Agawam Jr. 
High School trip to Washington, D.C. from 
April 14-17, 2012. 

b. SCR-12-07, Request for use of AHS 
gymnasium on Mary 20, 2012 for self-de- 
fense seminar by Gracie Agawam — Royce 
Gracie Network 

13. Policy Review: 

a. Policy JJIF, Athletic Concussion Policy, 
Ist and 2nd readings 

b. Policy JJIF-R, Athletic Concussion Reg- 
ulations, Ist and 2nd readings 

14. Any other items that may legally come 
before the committee 

15. Adjournment 


00% 


© APY 


Balances $50,000 or above 


With Berkshire Bank, you get superior customer service and easy convenient banking — every day. 


Don’t miss these specials! Stop into your local branch on Thursday, March 1, from 5-7pm. 


Personal accounts only. Rates available in Berkshire County, Central NY and VT only. 


The branch will be open for general information and no cash will be available. 


Banking products are provided by Berkshire Bank: Member FDIC. Member DIF. Equal Housing Lender. Berkshire Bank is a Massachusetts chartered bank. *Current promotional Pure Excitement Money Market Account Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) which are accurate as of 
2/10/2012 and subject to change are; $2,500 — $24,999.99, .50% APY; $25,000 - $49,999.99, .85%APY; $50,000 and above, 1.00%APY. Maximum balance per account is $1,000,000. Limit one account per person. Promotional rates are valid for new money only and available for 3 months from account opening. Money market 
maintenance and other fees, if any could reduce earnings on this account. Minimum opening deposit is $10 and to earn APY is $2,500. A personal checking account with a monthly (or more often) direct deposit or an average monthly balance of $5,000 or more is required. If these requirements are not maintained, account 
will revert to the regular money market tiered account. Current regular Money Market Account APYs are; $2,500 — $24,999.99, .15% APY; $25,000 - $49,999.99, .40%; $50,000-$99,000, .60%APY; $100,000 and above, .65% APY. Interest rates may vary and offer can be withdrawn at any time. Offer expires April 30, 2012. 


**Free Checking: In order to qualify for up to the $100 cash bonus , you need to (1) establish at least one direct deposit for your account by April 31, 2012, with a minimum opening deposit of $10, (2) make at least one payment using Berkshire Bank's Bill Pay service through Internet Banking by April 30, 2012 at account 
opening, (3) set up and receive direct deposit, (4) turn in your bank's debit card and replace it with a Berkshire debit card, (5) $25 when someone you referred opens a free checking account, (6) enroll in on-line statements at account opening, Berkshire replacement checks limited to wallet style only. Limit one $100 bonus 
per individual and no more than two $25 bonus are available to individuals who refer a friend. Limit of two $25 bonuses available to individuals when a friend opens a new personal free checking account. The direct deposit and bill payment bonus will be credited within 7 days of presenting your bank statement showing 
the transactions. The debit card bonus will be credited within 7 days of new Berkshire debit card application. The $25 Refer-A-Friend bonus is credited within 7 days of friend opening the checking account. The online banking and bill payment bonus will be credited within 7 days of informing the account opening branch that 
service enrollment has been completed. The value of the bonus may be reported on a form 1099-INT. Other fees may apply. This offer may be withdrawn at any time. By referring a friend, you and the friend waive the right to privacy and disclose you are customers for this transaction. Offer valid at Berkshire Bank branches for 
new Berkshire Bank checking customers. Offer is valid until April 30, 2012 and subject to change. 
/ Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is accurate as of 1/9/12 and subject to change. Payment amount for 15-year fixed rate mortgage at 3.143% APR is $6.97 per $1,000 with no points and a Berkshire Bank personal checking relationship. Payment amount for 30-year fixed rate mortgage at 3.885% APR is $4.71 per $1,000 with 
no points and a Berkshire Bank personal checking account relationship. Rate is for purchase or refinance loans, not available for refinance of existing Berkshire Bank first mortgage loans and does not include bank fees. Subject to underwriting and credit approval. Full documentation and property insurance is required. Loan 
is secured by a lien on your property. Payment does not include taxes or insurance. Your payment may be greater. Example is for a 20% down payment. Terms, conditions, and restrictions apply. The bank will escrow for taxes. Rates available on loan amounts up to $417,000.00,and for loan amounts that are greater than 
$417,001.00, other rate may apply. Rates, loan products and fees subject to change without notice. 


30-Year 3.8/5 
~~ 3.885% 


% 


Rate 


BERKSHIRE BANK 


America’s Most Exciting Bank” 


1-800-773-5601 


berkshirebank.com 


Banking - Insurance 
Wealth Management 


Insurance products are 
provided by Berkshire 
Insurance Group, a 
Berkshire Bank affiliate: 
Insurance and investment 
products are not FDIC or DIF 
insured, may lose value and are 
not a bank deposit or guaranteed. 
Insurance may be purchased from 
any agent or company and the 
customer's choice will not affect 
current or future credit decisions. 
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pinion 
Time to reform our 
public records law 


ack in 1973, many Americans wore bell- 

bottoms, used floppy disks, listened to 
the Bee Gees, and persuaded Richard Nixon 
to end the Vietnam War. Massachusetts also 
saw passage of the state’s open public re- 
cords law. Sadly, the legislation has not been 
revised since then. 

In the Commonwealth, all public records 
are open for public inspection for a so-called 
nominal fee. Beyond noted exemptions to 
public access such as_personnel/medical 
files, investigatory documents compiled out 
of public view, and bid proposals to name a 
few, the law was meant to uphold our Consti- 
tutional rights to freedom of information. 

However, much has changed since the 
hippy meets disco era ended, and Turley 
Publications Inc. is joining with advocacy ef- 
forts led by the New England Newspaper & 
Press Association (NENPA) and the ACLU 
of Massachusetts to push for three revision 
proposals. They are expected to be reported 
out of the Joint Committee on State Admin- 
istration and Regulatory Oversight in late 
March 2012. 

Constituents should encourage all of 
their local legislators to support and co- 
sponsor these proposals formally known 
as (S.1576/H.1737), (S.1575/H.1736), and 
(S.769/H.1286). NENPA serves more than 
450 daily, weekly and specialty publications 
throughout New England. 

Beyond the current law’s glaring oversight 
for public access to records filed via new in- 
formation technology, the proposals look to 
reduce costs for making copies of public re- 
cords (reducing an average materials fee per 
page copy from .20 cents to .5 cents); require 
electronic records be kept of all public infor- 
mation (which is already maintained in many 
town halls); and allow those who win a pub- 
lic records request denial on appeal in court 
to recover attorney’s fees. As it now stands, 
many folks who want to appeal public record 
request denials in court can’t because of the 
staggering costs of hiring an attorney. 

That is why this page sees strong merit 
in the proposed stanza to ensure that public 
information that is created electronically is 
shared in electronic form. That would create 
an almost instantaneous online search mech- 
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What NASA's 
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buys them... 


anism for the public, greatly reduce adminis- 
trative costs, and be much more eco-friendly. 
Online posting would essentially pre-empt 
the need for public record requests. Given 
some town halls and state agencies do not al- 
ways treat public records requests seriously 
enough, requiring online posting would take 
perceived personal bias out of the equation. 
Unfortunately, politics sometimes gets in 
the way of public records requests, as some 
detractors play games with the current law’s 
allowances. Under the law, officials have 
10 days to reply to a public records request. 
However, that does not automatically mean 
the documents will be forthcoming. There are 
many different ways to delay release of pub- 
lic records by requiring an exorbitant fee to 
produce them, declining the request outright 
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and force the appeal mechanisms, or playing 
the stupid card about what exact documents 
the requester is actually seeking. Those tac- 
tics have led to an erosion of public trust and 
prevents media from doing their jobs. 

The proposals would also create a point 
person position (“records access officer”) 
at state agencies to facilitate responses to 
record requests; put systems in place to fa- 
cilitate state agencies’ management of public 
records requests; and make public records 
within administrative offices of the courts 
— including Probation and the Office of the 
Chief Justice for Administration and Man- 
agement — subject to freedom of information 
requests. Those offices are now exempt un- 
der current state law. 

Press releases sent to the media tell us 


when government does something right. 
Freedom of Information requests tells us 
when they don’t. We urge our readers to 
write to their legislators and encourage them 
to support these important revisions to the 
public records law. This is not legislation that 
should be delayed by sending it off to a study 
committee where it will be killed. 

As the ACLU says, without a strong sys- 
tem for ensuring freedom of information, 
constitutional protections are mere words on 
paper. “We the people” can only ensure that 
our government is upholding the principles 
of the Bill of Rights and the Massachusetts 
Declaration of Rights if the law facilitates 
access to information about government op- 
erations. 
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Many relationships have been 
destroyed because of unfaith- 
fulness. It’s rare and valuable. 
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 
describes it as: Consistently loy- 
al... [and] trustworthy, especial- 
ly to a person, place or duty.” As 
a noun it means: “Somebody or 
something reliable, a person that 
can be trusted and relied upon.” 
Faithfulness is costly. 

The following illustration 
from John C. Maxwell and Dan 
Reiland, “The Treasure of a 
Friend” (J. Countryman, 1999) 
is entitled, “I knew You Would 
Come.” 

Jim and Phillip did everything 
together when they were kids. 
They even went to high school 
and college together. After col- 
lege, they joined the Marines 
together. They were both sent 
to Germany, where they fought 
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pounding, he ran into gunfire, 
calling out for Phillip. A short 
time later, his platoon saw him 
hobbling across the field carry- 
ing a limp body in his arms. The 
commanding officer shouted 
at Jim for his outrageous risk. 
“Your friend is dead,’ he said. 
“There was nothing you could 
do.” 

“No sir, Jim replied. “I got 
there just in time. Before Phillip 
died, he said, ‘I knew you would 
come.’ ” 

The three qualities found in 
the faithful servant in Luke 12 
are that he’s waiting, watch- 
ing and working for his master 
while he’s gone. God holds ev- 
eryone accountable for how they 
respond to the will of God. In 
Luke 12:48 Jesus said, “For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of 
him much will be required...” 


With gratitude 
to the AJWC 


To the editor: 


I would like to publicly thank the Aga- 
wam Junior Women’s Club for agreeing 
to take on the responsibility of housing 
money that I have designated for scholar- 
ships. 

When I was elected to the School Com- 
mittee in November 2009, I had decided 
not to keep the stipend awarded to mem- 
bers, but I wanted to return the money to 
the schools. When I was informed that the 
money would probably be returned to the 
town’s general fund, I decided instead to 
set up a scholarship for high school stu- 
dents aspiring to become teachers. I am 
hoping in this way to encourage and as- 
sist young adults who care as much about 
education as I do. 

Many thanks to the Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club for making this possible 


side by side in one of history’s ugliest wars. for me. 


During a fierce battle, they were given the com- 
mand to retreat. As the men were running back, 
Jim noticed that Phillip hadn’t returned with the 
others. Jim begged his commanding officer to let 
him go after his friend, but the officer forbade the 


Jesus wants us to be reliable in our duty and ser- 
vice to his kingdom, and wants us to pursue Him 
the same way Jim did for his friend Phillip. He 
wants to be able to say “Well done thou good and 
faithful servant” to us when we die. We then will 
say to Him, “I knew you would come!” 
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Eddie was right 


A wrote to Eddie Neilson ‘41, questioning his sto- 
ry about the last scheduled game of the 1940 season. 
Ed showed me the reader’s letter and then the newspaper 
clippings to substantiate his own story. 

The funniest part of the story was that Agawam nearly 
played two Thanksgiving Day games in 1940. No doubt you 
question my sanity. Can you believe that in 1940, the state 
of New York celebrated Thanksgiving a week before Mas- 
sachusetts? So, our loss to Watertown, N.Y. was on New 
York’s Thanksgiving Day. 

Our team was supposed to play Garfield, N.J. at Pynchon 
Park. The plans for that Massachusetts Thanksgiving Day 
match-up fell through, so coach Harm Smith arranged for 
Abraham Lincoln High School of Brooklyn, N.Y. to come 
here instead. A big snowstorm made the Thanksgiving 

Day game impos- 


YESTERDAY'S J cas “reschesiutea 
HOMETOWN for the next day. It 
NEWS snowed again - the 


game was canceled. 
chance for 
two Thanksgiving 
games in one year 
fell through. 

Work is progress- 
ing on that First Communion picture that was shown in the 
Agawam Advertiser News on Jan. 5, 2012. Trying to iden- 
tify everyone is a huge project but now it seems relatively 
simple, compared to our new project. We were just given 15 
pictures of Phelps School classes taken in 1951 or 1952. A 
list below gives the teachers’ names and the year of gradu- 
ation many of the students in the picture probably experi- 
enced. Some may have moved away, stayed back a year or 
attended Cathedral or a trade school. 

One first grade picture did not have a teacher’s name at 
the bottom as did the other 14. Since John Trzcinski ‘63 
was in the picture, his help was solicited. John was sure his 
teacher was Mrs. Coffin. 

The 1955 Suburban Directory listed Florence Coffin of 
Suffield as a teacher at Benjamin Phelps School. Former 
Phelps teacher and current Agawam resident, Mrs. Bernie 
Polopek, may be able to help with this new project and some 
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$110,000 
West Springfield - Investors take notice. Multi family in excellent area. 2 
Units, 10 total rooms, 2 bedrooms & 1 bath/unit, 2 car garage and off 
street parking. Needs work. #1333970 


$214,900 
Desirable Longbrook Estates is the setting for this exceptional town- 
house. Open 1st floor living area features fully-appliance kitchen which 
opens to the dining room. Step down into spacious living room with cor- 
ner fireplace & sliders to a balcony/deck. 2nd floor boasts spacious mas- 


Westfield - Exceptional quality & value best describes this 3-bedroom, 
1.5 bath, brick home. Maintenance free exterior, quiet residential location 
and relaxing back yard makes this a must see. Hardwood floors through- 
out, an oversize living room and ample closet space are just some of the 
features. Bang for your buck comes to mind with this large single floor 
living ranch. Very easy to show, a must see to fully appreciate! #1334554 
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Can you find Sandy Drzyzga ‘62 and her classmates Chris Beer, Francis Capitanio, Roland Gaboury, 


Va tar eos 


Pam Lockhart, Frieda Bleeck, Elizabeth Ferry and Alice Davis? 


readers of this column may want to help or get a copy of 


one of the pictures. Call me at 786-7924 if you have any 
interest. 

Ist grade: Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. Coffin, Miss Caffrey (°63); 
2nd grade: Mrs. Labardie, Mrs. McMahon, one picture 
missing (“62); 3rd Grade: Mrs. Bussiere, Mrs. Arens, Mrs. 
King (‘61); 4th grade: Miss Chandler, Mrs. Janik, Miss Pa- 
quette (‘60); Sth grade: Mrs. Hembdt, Mrs. Marion (‘59); 
6th grade: Mrs. Courtney, Mr. Kaskeski (58). 

Maybe the library will display the pictures. Does any- 
one have a Granger, Clark, Peirce or Danahy picture we can 
photocopy? 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Walt Willard went to AHS and taught 
math there for 16 years. He can be reached at 786-7924. 
Call him. Walt loves your feedback and any and all informa- 
tion or tidbits you can offer. 


from It’s A Girl Thing 


$235,900 


$339,900 


Many pleasant surprises are found in this beautiful 5-bed, 3.5-bath one 
time ranch now expanded colonial. 2-bdrms are on the 1st floor and the 
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Upcoming Events 


February 29 - 5:00-8:00 Jewelry Shopping with Debbie Sorcinelli 


March 3 - 3" Anniversary Free Food Give Away 


March 23 - 6:00-9:00 OUR VERY FIRST 
Wine, Specialty Beers & Food Sampling 

$15 for 1 or $ 25 for 2 tickets 

(Can be purchased at Main St Deli or Mc Carthy’s Liquors) 


March 31 & April 1 - Easter Egg Hunt and 
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny 


Residents attain college honors 


The following residents have been named to the fall 
honors list at their respective colleges. 

Babson College - Morgan Lockwood, of Feeding 
Hills, dean’s list. 

Bentley University - Steven Costa and Natasha 
Sankalia, of Agawam, dean’s list. 

Elms College - Kristen Cardaropoli, Rebecca Col- 
son, Emily Barlar, Christina Korney, Anthony Nitri, 
Heather Ghidoni, Meghan Masciadrelli, Olga Karcha 
and Megan Moriarty, all of Feeding Hills, dean’s list. 

Westfield State University - Ryan Rackliffe, of 
Feeding Hills, dean’s list. 

Western New England University - Michael Mas- 
ciadrelli, president’s list. 


141 MAIN ST. 
AGAWAM 
321-6933 


includes Lunch Dessert, Coffee or Tea and Themed or Informative Presentation 
(30-45 minutes) CALL TO RESERVE TICKETS NOW (413-821-6933) 
LIMITED SEATING-LAST YEAR WAS A SELL OUT!!! 


ter bedroom & master bath, a second spacious bedroom with walk-in 
closet and 2nd full bath. Expanded living area on lower level with three 
finished rooms and unique built-ins! This unit also has an attached 
garage. #1333889 


$163,000 
Desirable location with this spacious, garden, style, end unit condo. 
Offering 2 bedrooms and two baths., Also, fireplace, central air, open 
basement with potential. Add your own TLC. Two parking spaces includ- 
ed, low assoc. fee. #1286370. 


pa 


Homes + Heroes 


remaining 3 on the 2nd floor. The ist floor defines wide open floor plan 
with an incredible front entry room. The completely renovated kitchen is 
off the back of the home giving more room. This home was designed to 
utilized space to the fullest. Closets galore, huge basement, 2-concrete 
patios, a rear garage door, fenced in yard and so on. #1313179 


$150,000 
Lovingly maintained & updated 3 bedroom 1.5 bath townhouse style condo 
in Sheri Lane Estates. Updates throughout were started two years ago and 
are now complete. This is an exceptional unit that needs to be seen to be 
appreciated. Schedule your private tour! #1321468 


Home for Heroes is a community-minded company that offers 
considerable savings to heroes when they buy or sell a home. Our 
heroes consist of all military personnel, firefighters, police officers, 
emergency medical personnel, correction officers and teachers. 


Visit Homes for Heroes at www.homesforheroes.com to see for 

yourself how the program can benefit you. George Moriarty is 

your local Homes for Heroes Affiliate. Contact him directly at 
413-330-8328 or email george.moriarty@century21.com. 


March 25 - 1PM Planning Ahead! 
Important things to know about your will with presenter Attorney Sarah Miller 


May 6 - 3PM Tea Time 
Spring Teas from Around the World with presenter Rachel Fry 


June 10 - 1PM Skin Care 
Looking Younger and Healthier with presenter Debbie Pazik and Martiza Alvarado from the 
Skin Salon 


Sept 9 - 3PM Victorian Tea 
Come dressed in Victorian attire if you wish with presenter Lori Unghire 


Oct 14- 1PM Scarf and Wrap Tying Techniques 
with presenters Joanne Locke and Debbie Sorcinelli from It’s a Girl Thing 


en's 

PX -> 

iN (Bring Your Scarves!) 

v ; Nov 4 - 1PM Decorating your Home for the Holidays 

Different ways to accent your home with presenter Lauri Albano from 
Hidden Treasures 


$15 (per person) per event or take advantage of our 3 luncheon special for $40. 
QO ATTEND ALL SIX LUNCHEONS FOR ONLY $75. Cash or Check only Please. 
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IWO JIMA, from page 1 


resides. The event was organized by the local 
chapter of the Marine Corps League. 

All three men are members of the West- 
field-based Westfield River Valley Detach- 
ment 141 of the Marine Corps League. The 
detachment was chartered in 1945 and has 
approximately 170 mem- 
bers who are former and 
present Marines and Fleet 
Marine Force Corpsmen as 
well as associate members 
who are from other mili- 
tary branches or who are 
civilians. 

“These men are the re- 
maining members of our 
detachment who landed on 
the island along with more 
than 110,000 U.S. Marines. We felt it was 
important to honor them on this anniversary 
while they are still with us,” said John S. 
Rutovich, an Agawam resident who recently 
became the detachment’s new commandant. 

The battle lasted 35 days and resulted in 
the deaths of nearly 7,000 Marines. Only 
3,000 survived. More than 18,000 were 
wounded — the highest casualty rate in Ma- 
rine Corps history. 

Among the Marines wounded was Withee, 
who said he “felt like an impostor” because 


“Some planes landed 
with broken propellers 
and others were running 
out of gas. That’s when 

| knew it was important 
— and why it was worth 
the sacrifice.” 

Joseph F. Oleskiewicz 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


he was airlifted off the island on the second 
day of the invasion. 

“I couldn’t move from the waist down. 
God tossed me back that day,’ added the 
89-year-old veteran. “I owe my life to many, 
many people.” 

Island’s airfields a critical objective 

The main objective of the Marine invasion 
force was the three 
airfields on the island 
that were defended by 
21,000 Japanese dug 
into deep underground 
caves they carved out 
of coral. 

“Allied possession 
of these invaluable 
airfields and runways 
would permit U.S. B- 
29 Superfortress bombers and their P-51 
Mustang escort fighters to fly to mainland 
Japan with their deadly cargo and shorten 
the war,” said J.B. Stern, a Springfield police 
officer who serves as the detachment’s chap- 
lain, in his address at the ceremony. 

Oleskiewicz called himself a “mud Ma- 
rine,’ a term used to identify infantry Ma- 
rines. He served in a battalion that advanced 
only 250 yards on the first day of the inva- 
sion. 

The complex system of tunnels and hid- 
den interconnected bunkers built by Japanese 


Turley Publications photos by Mike Lydick 


Donald F. Withee, airlifted off the 
island on the second day of the 


Donald F. Dorrington stands by a 
large illustration of lwo Jima as he 
recalls what happened to him during 
the month-long battle for the eight- 


square mile island. 
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IT BECOMES YOU.” 


Joseph F. Oleskiewicz is wheeled by John S. Rutovich, commandant of 
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the Westfield River Valley Detachment 141 of the Marine Corps League, 
toward a cake decorated with an outline of lwo Jima. 


soldiers allowed them to fire machine guns, 
artillery, and mortars at invading Marines. 

While Oleskiewicz declined to speak dur- 
ing the ceremony, he said later that he didn’t 
understand at the time of the invasion why 
control of Iwo Jima was so critical. “I didn’t 
know why we were there and why it was 
important — until I saw the B-29s landing,” 
he said. 


‘Worth the sacrifice’ 

The island was used not only as a stag- 
ing base for assaults on Japan but also as an 
emergency airstrip for damaged U.S. bomb- 
ers returning from those 
missions. 

“Some planes landed 
with broken propellers and 
others were running out of 
gas. That’s when I knew it 
was important — and why 
it was worth the sacrifice,” 
added Oleskiewicz. 

Dorrington recalled the 
invasion while standing at 
a large illustration of the 
island that had been placed on an easel. The 
youngest of the three at age 85, he said he 
was “overwhelmed” by all the attention. 

“I was just a grunt Marine doing my thing. 
There are many things that I remember that 
Į just don’t talk about,” he said. One of those 
things is a mortar shell that landed in the 
sand unexploded. He slept with it between 
his legs an entire night and didn’t know 
about the mortar until the next morning. 

Dorrington said a friend he talked with 
at the 50th anniversary of the invasion con- 
vinced him it’s better to keep his memories 


Í $5.00 OFF 


$35.95 & Up 


(Long hair & designer wraps extra) 


Any Perm or Color 1 


Vay COST 
Sá CUTTERS |! 


Looking smart. | 
APPOINTMENTS 


SUPER STOP & SHOP PLAZA 
1097 Kennedy Rd., Windsor, CT 06095 


(860) 688-5842 
M-F 9-8 « Sat. 9-5 * Sun. 10-4 


“I might forget where 
I put my shoes in the 
morning, but I will 
never forget Iwo Jima. 
It’s as fresh in my mind 
as yesterday.” 

Donald S. Dorrington 
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alive instead of trying to forget them. “I 
might forget where I put my shoes in the 
morning, but I will never forget Iwo Jima. 
It’s as fresh in my mind as yesterday.” 

Oleskiewicz, Dorrington, and Withee 
were presented with citations from their lo- 
cal communities as well as from the town of 
Agawam. Following the ceremony, the three 
men took turns cutting a cake that had been 
decorated with an outline of Iwo Jima. 

The ceremony was attended by family 
and friends of the three survivors as well 
as several other [wo Jima survivors. One of 
those was Joe Maruca, 
who represented the 
Iwo Jima Survivors As- 
sociation in Newington, 
Conn. 

Maruca did not par- 
ticipate in the invasion, 
but was involved in the 
airfield operations. He 
said that despite months 
of shelling by the Navy 
before the invasion and 
the month-long battle, Japanese soldiers hid- 
ing in bunkers survived — and refused to sur- 
render. 

“Even during the fighting, our bombers 
were landing on Iwo Jima. A number of our 
pilots were killed by Japanese soldiers,” he 
said. “If it wasn’t for the Marines, many 
more likely would have died.” 

He said there are no more than 100 Iwo 
Jima survivors still living in Western Mas- 
sachusetts. “Most of us were just 17- or 18- 
year-old kids in 1945. There aren’t many of 
us left.” 
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for residents and for the town employees 
that use the phone. 

“This is very exciting for the town,” 
Mayor Richard A. Cohen said of the new 
system. “We are going to be able to have a 
more efficient phone system and provide 
voicemail and other features and the town 
will save money, too.” 

Concept Telecom presented on a pro- 
posal to the Agawam City Council in July 
2011, and the expenditure was subsequent- 
ly approved by the council. 

The firm was hired as a consultant for 
the town and was asked to conduct a full 
examination of the previous analog phone 
system, which had more than its share of 
issues, Officials said. Improving the phone 
system has been on the town’s radar for 
about five years, said Cohen. 

During the presentation, Concept rep- 
resentative Mike Ebner said there was an 
immediate need for a new system as many 
phone lines were faltering and phones 
were malfunctioning. Several town depart- 
ments — including the police — experienced 
issues, although emergency lines were still 
working. 

The new phone system has many features 
that private citizens and companies enjoy 
on their phone lines, including voicemail, 
caller ID, the ability to access other em- 
ployees by dialing a four-digit extension, 
and virtual voicemail for employees that 
do have phones in their office/classroom. 

In addition, the mayor and council of- 
fices are now equipped with voicemail 
and residents will be able to leave voice 
messages for their elected of- 
ficials. 

The new system will have 

back-up power in several 
town buildings and each will 
back up the other building. 
The new system will allow 
people in different build- 
ings to use the “intercom” 
system to communicate with 
one another. It means the 
mayor’s office can contact the 
superintendent’s office with a 
simple extension dial, instead 
of making a full-fledge phone 
call, an upgrade that will save 
money. 

Though the system was 
supposed to be in place be- 
fore the end of 2011, it was 
not ready until earlier this 
month. 

All main phone numbers 
in the system have remained 
unchanged, but departments 
now have new four-digit ex- 
tensions. New contact infor- 
mation for town departments 
is available on the town’s 
website at Wwww.agawam. 
ma.us.” 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Agawam 
Advertiser 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each adverttis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 


greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 1. $100 cash 


advertisement. 
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book are also available at Agawam and West 
Springfield public libraries. 

“Its been such a hard process,” she said 
of the six years it took her to complete her 
labor of love. 

When she first started writing about 
Rumer’s life, the pain of losing her caused 
Mercadante to set the book aside for a pe- 
riod, during which time she 
mourned Rumer’s loss. 

Eventually, she sat down 
to complete the task she 
had started. 

“The wisp of memory, 
of Rumer’s strength and 
bravery, her beauty and 


Book 
signing 


nized, this book became imperative,’ she 
wrote. “In 2004, a ban was passed in Denver 
that caused pit bulls to be confiscated and 
euthanized even if they were family pets. 
And, as usual, the responsible, honest, and 
honorable dog owners are held to the pun- 
ishment while the ‘underground’ world of 
dog fighting and dog abuse goes on. 
“Standing up for these dogs’ rights be- 
came a moral and ethi- 
cal calling for me,’ said 
Mercadante, adding, 
“I find it difficult to 
keep up with the letters 
that need to be written 
against the injustices 
toward these dogs. This 


generosity, finally caught Who: Jolene Mer- book has become my ef- 

me” M a Ante ole i cadante, author of The An- fort, another way I can 

the Rese Siena N gel on My Shoulder somehow help. 

“It brushed me with such When: Saturday, Rumer has it 

power that I felt the shame March 24, 2-4 p.m. According to Mer- 
Where: Holyoke Barnes cadante, Rumer was 


of my escape... I began to 


and Noble 


write.” 

In writing, though, Mer- 
cadante realized that there 
were aspects of Rumer’s 
life that were fading with each passing day. 

“The fear of knowing that my memories 
of Rumer were dwindling propelled me for- 
ward,” she wrote. 

But fear of losing her most precious mem- 
ories was not the only thing that drove her 
to write. She wanted to address the threat of 
breed specific legislation in Massachusetts 
in 2007. 

“Faced with the possibility of choosing 
between moving or having my dogs eutha- 


“an ordinary dog who 
lived an ordinary life, 
but that’s what made her 
extraordinary.” 

Rumer, who died in 2004 at almost 13 
years old, didn’t seem to know she was a 
dog. 

“She expected to be a part of our family,” 
said Mercadante. “She epitomized the true 
pit bull and what they are.” 

Though special, Rumer was not unique in 
her temperament. The sweetness and gentle- 
ness of her soul is the essence of the breed, 
Mercadante said. 

Today, she said she is honored to have Ad- 


FEE CHECKIN 


Turley Publications Soes photo 
Jolene Mercadante said her pit 
bulls, Aderyn and Mei Mei, are peo- 
ple-pleasers. 


eryn and Mei Mei in her life. 

“Tm mindful of the responsibility I have 
in owning pit bulls,” she said. “It makes me 
endeavor to live every day of my life with 
my dogs as an example of what the true pit 
bull is.” 

Anyone interested in learning more about 
Mercadante’s life with Rumer can visit 
Barnes and Noble in Holyoke for a book 
signing on Saturday, March 24 from 2 to 4 
p.m. 

The title is available in book and e-book 
format online. For more information, visit 
www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble. 
com. 


Look what's 
changing at 
the Big Banks. 


on't look now, but some banks are now charging fees for services that 
used to be tree. Others are making you jump through even more “hoops” 
to quality for free services. Maybe it's time for you to make a change. 


Switch to United Bank, 
the home of FREE for Life Banking. 


At United Bank, when we say Free for Life, we mean it. Our customers 
enjoy a whole package of free services—with no “hoops” to jump through. 


And only United Bank gives you your own Personal Banker—no charge! 


Our Free for Life Banking includes: 


Free ATMs 
Free debit card 
Free online banking & bill pay 


Free Checking with no catches! 
Free checks - every order! 
Free savings 


Scan this code to 
read what's changing 
at the Big Banks. 


Receive $100 for opening a free banking package with direct deposit! 


United Bank 


413.787.1700 ° bankatunited.com 


D 


f Facebook.com/bankatunited 


bonus, credited at account opening, subject to 1099 reporting and must be deposited into an interest bearing account. To receive the $100 bonus, a Free for Life Banking Package must be opened which 


Member FDIC EEN 


includes a linked checking and statement savings account, online banking and direct deposit. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for the savings account is 0.15% as of 1/1/12 and subject to change after account 
opening. The minimum balance to open each account and to earn the APY on the savings account is $10. * Other banks may charge a fee when non-customers use their ATMs. 
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Seniors 


Senior Center’s y weekly j 


calendar of events 


Monday, Feb. 27: Friends trip to Mohegan Sun; 8:15 
a.m., Weight Training, Yoga; 9:30 a.m., Line Dancing; 
10 a.m., Fallon Insurance Meeting; 11:30 a.m., Gentle 
Yoga; 1 p.m., Bingo; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: 9 a.m., Exercise, Knitting, Sew- 
ing; 10 a.m., Chair Exercise; 12:30 p.m., Ladies Bil- 
liards, Movie (“Leap Year”), Mah Jongg; 1 p.m., Be- 
ginner’s Computer Class; 2:30 p.m., Chorus; 3 p.m., 
COA Meeting; 4:15 p.m., Yoga; 6 p.m., Beginners 
Line Dancing; 6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing Class. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: 8:15 a.m., Weight Training, 
Yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 11:30 a.m., Music with 
Alex; 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna; 
6 p.m., Evening Line Dance, Guys and Dolls Billiard 
Club. 

Thursday, March 1: 9 a.m. to Noon, Free Tax (by 
appt.); 9 a.m., Exercise; 9:30 a.m., Quilting; 10 a.m., 
Line Dancing H; 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1 p.m., Pitch; 
1:30 p.m., Open Art Class; 2 p.m., Melody Band; 4 
p.m., Zumba with Liz; 6:30 p.m., Pitch; 7 p.m., Au- 
tism Support Group. 

Friday, March 2: 8:30 a.m., Tap Class; 9:15 a.m., 
Oil Painting; 9:30 a.m., Hand and Foot Card Game; 
10 a.m., Tai Chi; 11:15 a.m., Yoga; Noon, Canasta; 1 
p.m., Cribbage; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna. 


Agawam Senior 
Center lunch menu 


Monday, Feb. 27: Chicken and broccoli Alfredo 
with ziti, Caesar salad, bananas. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Baked ham, roasted sweet pota- 
toes, peas, pineapple sauce, pudding. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, applesauce. 

Thursday, March 1: Stuffed peppers, mashed pota- 
toes, corn, mixed fruit. 

Friday, March 2: Mediterranean-style fish, rice pi- 
laf, cauliflower, baked good. 
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Notes from the Music Room 


By Darcy Davis 


In the 1943 Agawam Town Report, Ruth Perry stated, “In 
October, Mr. Kenneth Gale, a prominent bandleader who 
came to us highly recommended, took over the leadership of 
the band. He also teaches band instruments to several 
students from the intermediate and junior high school 
grades. The girls and boys are getting a splendid foun- 
dation in instrumental playing, and the prospect for 
building a good band seems excellent.” 

The 1944 Town Report states, “We are sorry that 
our start on instrumental music teaching has had to 
be abandoned for the duration. There seems to be no 
man available for band work.” No further pictures of 


the band were found in the yearbooks from 1944-1948. 
Virginia Clark, the new supervisor, stated in the 1946 Town 
Report, “In order to stimulate interest in band instruments 
and to form a high school band, Mr. Donald Abbe has been 
hired for two days each week to teach band instruments in 
the schools and to develop a band in the high school. 
Mr. Abbe comes well recommended and has already 
started several groups which early in the new year will 
become the beginning band. The band program is very 
worthwhile and deserves public interest and support, 
not only for the added reputation a good school band 
will give the town, but also for the further opportuni- 
ties for musical development and training. 


History hunting in Agawam 


There were Indians in our neighborhood. Dan Rogers 
knows that and has proof. Originally from Bellingham, Rog- 
ers moved to Main Street in Agawam by the Connecticut 
state line 29 years ago. 

In his neighborhood Rogers said he would see people 
searching the field by the Connecticut River near his house. 
He learned from his neighbors that there once was a Native 
American settlement in that field known as Indian Springs 
and that folks go out there to hunt for artifacts. 

Rogers likes to take walks and said he often did so in the 
field. While walking, he kept his eyes open for what he might 
find though he admits he believed the field was probably 
picked clean of any interesting items. 

He was wrong. Over the next 29 years Rogers found five 
impressive items from that field and by the shore of the Con- 
necticut River. His first find was in the late 1980s. It was a 
rather large, light colored, triangular-shaped stone, which he 
took to an archeologist at the Springfield Museum. Rogers 
was told that it was made of white quartz and was probably 
used as a knife head. 

Over the years he also found what looks like a large spear- 
head and three arrowheads. Not a bad haul considering the 
fact that the Native Americans left the area over 300 years 
ago. Rogers believes there must be more artifacts in that 
field, but it is now a tobacco farm and he no longer walks 
there. 

Rogers is very proud of his collection and he has agreed to 
allow the Agawam Historical Association to include it among 
their displays at their upcoming Native American Exhibit at 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Anne Liptak, chairperson of the Agawam His- 
torical and Firehouse Museum’s new April ex- 
hibit, accepts Dan Rogers’ collection of Native 
American artifacts. 


the Agawam Historical and Firehouse Museum currently 
scheduled to open in April and run throughout the year. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Nuclear Stress 
Test 

4. A small 
amount 

7. Comedian 
Jack P_ 

8. Beat with a rod 
10. Bono’s 

ex wife 

12. Steal cattle 
13. Tribe in 
Myanmar 

15. In a crisp way 
16. 04473 ME 
17. One that takes a 
captive 

18. The Dutchess 
of York 

21. Zodiacal lion 
22. Actor Affleck 
23. ___ de sac 


24. Pioneer 
journalist Nellie 


25. 22nd Greek letter 


26.1M._, 
architect 

27. “Hangover” star 
34. Lofty bird 
habitats 

35. Devoid of 
intelligence 

36. Divided into 
parts 

38. Seasons of 40 
weekdays 

39. Breezily 

40. Indian dress 
Al. the elder 
42. Furious 

43. Distress signal 
44, Nonhuman 
primate 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Tortillas, cheese 
& salsa 

2. A vast desert in N 
Africa 

3. Earth quiver 

4. Double-reed 
instrument 

5. Doctor in training 
6. Make known 

8. Female bow 

9. “Partridge” star 
Susan 

11. Leopard frog 
genus 

12. Representative 
government 

14. Japanese classi- 
cal theater 

15. Price label 
17.___ -Magnon: 
lst humans 


Answers on page 15 


19. Property of 
flowing easily 

20. Snake-like fish 
23. With great 
caution 

24. Ottoman Empire 
governor 

25. Changelings 
26. Foot (Latin) 
27. Quarter of a 
Spanish-speaking 
country 

28. Side sheltered 
from the wind 

29. Lubricate 

30. Digits 

31. Famous canal 
32. Ensnare 

33. Live in 

36. Oversimplified 
ideas 

37. Afflicts 
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Public Safety 


——F]rRE LoG———- 


The Agawam Fire Department responded 
to 68 EMS calls for the week of Feb. 14 to 
Feb. 20. 


On Feb. 14 at 1:48 p.m., the department 
responded to Main Street for alarm system 
sounding, no fire — unintentional. 

On Feb. 14 at 10:50 p.m., the department 
responded to Southwick Street for a motor 
vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On Feb. 15 at 2:35 p.m., the department 
responded to Route 57 east for a grass fire. 

On Feb. 15 at 8:03 p.m., the department 
responded to Alfred Court for a cooking fire, 
confined to container. 

On Feb. 18 at 10:40 a.m., the department 
responded to Suffield Street for unauthor- 
ized burning. 

On Feb. 18 at 2:37 p.m., the department 
responded to Shoemaker Lane for unauthor- 


ized burning. 

On Feb. 18 at 4:42 p.m., the department 
responded to Shoemaker Lane for unauthor- 
ized burning. 

On Feb. 19 at 10:17 a.m., the department 
responded to River Road for a watercraft 
rescue. 

On Feb. 19 at 3:42 pm., the department re- 
sponded to Central Street for a citizen com- 
plaint. 

On Feb. 19 at 8:08 p.m., the department 
responded to Springfield Street to assist po- 
lice or other governmental agency. 

On Feb. 20 at 4:10 p.m., the department 
responded to Main Street for road freight or 
transport vehicle fire. 

On Feb. 20 at 10:05 p.m., the department 
responded to River Road for carbon monox- 
ide detector activation, no carbon monox- 
ide. 


—POLICE LoG———— 


The Agawam Police Department respond- 
ed to 273 calls from Feb. 14 to Feb. 20. The 
department made six arrests. Those arrested 
will appear at a future date in Westfield Dis- 
trict Court and are innocent until proven 


guilty. 


Tuesday, Feb. 14 
A 17-year-old juvenile from Agawam was 
arrested on a default warrant for failure to 
appear. 


Wednesday, Feb. 15 
Rahkeem Blakley, 21, of 95 Ashley St., 
Apt. Left, Springfield, was arrested on 
charges of distributing Class B drug; drug 
violation near school/park; and possession 
of Class B drug (subsequent offense). 
Seth M. Mercer, 28, of 42 Kanawha Ave., 


+ Choose Your Size - King, Queen, Full, Twin 
+ Choose Your Support System - Memory Foam, 
Pocket Coil, Traditional Spring, Air or Water 


Agawam, was arrested on a charge of dis- 
turbing the peace (second offense). 


Saturday, Feb. 18 
A 15-year-old juvenile from Agawam was 
arrested on a charge of possession to distrib- 
ute Class B drug. 


Sunday, Feb. 19 

Dennis M. Haffner, 44, of 4 Village Way 
A1104, Wethersfield, Conn., was arrested on 
charges of operating under the influence of 
liquor; marked lanes violation; and speeding 
in violation of special regulation. 

John P. Lynch, 28, of 86 Bosworth St., 
West Springfield, was arrested on charges 
of domestic assault and battery (two counts) 
and resisting arrest. 


+ Choose Your Comfort - Rock Hard, Pillow Soft, 
somewhere between or even one side different 


Sigma Mattress Factory C7 sicua. 
69 Garden Street Mattress Factory 


Feedinc 


Hills, MA. wwwsiqmamattress.com 


` We’ve been shopping... © 
now it’s your turn! 


Come in and check out our selection of 


Unique Wine Bottle & Cork Holders 


Kringle Candles 


New Release Byers’ Choice Carolers 


Willow Tree Angels 


“Trash Talk” Signs, Magnets & More 
Fashion Jewelry & Scarves 
Yankee Candle Pure Radiance Collection 


ERARE 


Storrowton Gift Shop 


Eastern States Exposition - Gate 2 


de 1305 Memorial Avenue 


+ 
| 5 West Springfield, MA 
= 413-205-5051 
| i m ai 


www.TheBigE.com/sv 


Ee 


part. 


here’s the p 


Truck catches fire at Hood 


AGAWAM — A refrigerator truck out- 
side a maintenance bay at the Hood Plant 
on Main Street was destroyed by fire shortly 
after 4 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 20, according 
to Agawam Fire Chief Alan Sirois. 

The building located at 233 Main St., sus- 
tained less than $5,000 in damage, he said. 
The fire, which was still under investigation 
at presstime, appeared to have resulted from 


an electrical malfunction. 

Firefighters quickly extinguished the fire, 
but remained on scene for about 2 1/2 hours, 
said Sirois. 

“They had difficulty getting to areas of the 
truck that were confined,” he said. 

No injuries were reported. 

The vehicle was parked at the time the fire 
broke out. 


Firefighters fundraise for 
American Lung Association 


AGAWAM — A group of Agawam 
firefighters will take to the stairs on Sat- 
urday, March 3 in an effort to raise mon- 
ey for the American Lung Association. 
The firefighters — John Pollock, Daniel 
Lizotte, Jordan Molta, Michael Penders and 
Marc Pereira — will participate in the lung 
association’s Fight for Air Climb at Mon- 
arch Place in Springfield. The challenge is to 
climb 48 flights (or 24 floors) of stairs for a 
total of 528 steps while wearing full turn-out 
gear and being timed. 


Proceeds from the event will benefit the 
American Lung Association and help fur- 
ther it's mission of raising awareness for 
lung disease and respiratory problems. 
For more information, visit www.lung.org. 
To contribute to the Agawam Fire Depart- 
ment’s $1,000 team goal for the American 
Lung Association Fight for Air stair climb, 
visit http://www.lung.org/pledge-events/ma/ 
springfield-climb-fy12/. Simply click “do- 
nate” and search for Agawam Fire Depart- 
ment under “Search for team.” 


Lions to host annual comedy show 


The Agawam Lions Club will cele- 
brate the coming of spring at its 8th An- 
nual Comedy Show, Saturday, March 3 
at the Knights of Columbus Camelot 
Room, 460 Granby Road, Chicopee. 

In addition to a three-comedian show, 
there will be light music, a cash bar and 
bring your own snacks. Doors open at 
6 p.m. and the show will run from 7 to 
9:30 p.m. 


In addition to a 50/50 raffle and a 
Chinese raffle, there will be a sports 
raffle that will include two Red Sox 
tickets with parking, four rounds of golf 
at four courses, four Falcons hockey 
tickets and Ludlow Tennis Club court 
time. There are a few tickets still avail- 
able for open seating by calling Mike 
Roy at 786-2953. 


If you made a resolution to change 
your checking account in 2011, 
erfect incentive to 


really do»it in 2012. 


New Ya“ 
Kesolutions 20H 


e Lose IO poumds 2012 


e Live within budaet 
e Be a nicer person 


e Change checKin 
TO a better place 


q account 


Switch your checking account to us, 


and we’ll add $100° when you do. 


In terms of resolutions that never get done, switching checking accounts is right up there with 
losing weight. You know that both are good for you, but both require a little something on your 
That’s why we'll give you a financial carrot — 
open a checking account with direct deposit with us, 
and we'll give you $100°. Plus we'll help you make 
switching as easy as possible. 

Everything worthwhile requires a little effort, but the 
payback can be big. Make 2012 a better financial 
year. That begins with a checking account from us. 


Holyoke 


CREDIT UNION 


You are not alone. 


1G *HCU's $100 Checking Bonus Payment is a limited time offer and may be changed or withdrawn at any time without notice. To receive $100 Checking Bonus Payment you must open 


a new checking account with HCU and arrange to have direct deposit of your recurring net income source. HCU will deposit $100 into your new checking account at HCU upon receipt 
of your first electronic direct deposit of your paycheck, Social Security payment, or other retirement payment. This offer applies to new checking accounts opened at HCU only. Offer is 
limited to one per household/member. Offer is not transferable, is not redeemable for cash and may be subject to 1099 IRS reporting requirements. Current HCU checking account 
owners are ineligible. Checking account will be debited for $100 if closed within one year of opening. All new accounts are verified through ChexSystems and Experian. 
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Medical Career Club 
hosts guest speaker 
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Agawam High School Future Medical Career Club Advisor Cathy Gomes 
(right), club president Leticia Santa (far left), and guest speaker Brenda Go- 
nyeau (far right) with her ultrasound machine, are pictured with club mem- 
bers Heather Gonyeau Brandon Opitz, Mike Andre and Rachel Wielgus. 


Over the past year the Future Medical Ca- 
reer Club (FMCC) at Agawam High School 
has grown up from its early roots established 
just two short years ago. The club has ex- 
panded with newer members and more expe- 
rience with guest speakers and tours. 

The FMCC is geared towards aiding the 
outside community (such as the Make a Wish 
Foundation) along with having members 
who are interested in pursuing a profession 
in the medical field. The club is specialized 
to have guest speakers give insight on their 
profession and talk to the students about 
things like what makes it all worthwhile and 
what the job really entails. 

Over the early winter, the club had Brenda 


Get Your Loan Before You 
Head to the Dealership 


Loans 60 


8 Convenient Locations 
www.freedom.coop 


800-821-0160 


40 Months 
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Gonyeau, club member Heather Gonyeau’s 
mother, visit and give insight onto what her 
profession as an ultrasonographer entails. 
Brenda not only discussed her career as an 
ultrasound technician, but also gave the class 
a taste of what she does with a demo of a live 
ultrasound. Brenda worked as an ultrasound 
technician scanning babies and internal or- 
gans, but recently switched to more of the 
marketing aspect of the business. Not only 
does she sell the ultrasound equipment, but 
has the proper insight on how to work with it 
and what other ultrasound technicians need 
in their equipment to perform efficiently and 
successfully. 
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e Loans up to 100% of 
the NADA retail value 


e Refinance existing 
loans from other 
institutions 


Freedom 
Credit Union 


“Agawam Schools? `` 


weekly lunch menu | 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

Monday, Feb. 27: Baked chicken nug- 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed potatoes, 
seasoned peas, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Belgian waffle sticks 
with syrup, baked potato rounds, sausage 
links, orange wedges, juice cup. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce, French breadstick, Cali- 
fornia mix vegetables, fresh and chilled 
fruit, cake. 

Thursday, March 1: Chicken parmesan 
sandwich on a water roll, Cape Cod chips, 
vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit, dessert. 

Friday, March 2: Quesadilla cheese 
pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, cookie. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH 


SCHOOL 

Monday, Feb. 27: Baked chicken nug- 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed potatoes, 
seasoned peas, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Belgian waffle sticks 
with syrup, baked potato rounds, sausage 
links, orange wedges, juice cup. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce, French breadstick, Cali- 
fornia mix vegetables, fresh and chilled 
fruit, cake. 

Thursday, March 1: Hot dog on a roll 
with condiments and a pickle, Smart Food 
popcorn, baked beans, fresh and chilled 
fruit, Jell-O with topping. 

Friday, March 2: Pizza of the day, salad 
with lite dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, 
cookie. 


ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL | 
Monday, Feb. 27: Baked chicken nug- 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed potatoes, | 

seasoned peas, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. | 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Mini pancakes with 
syrup, baked potato rounds, sausage links, | 
orange wedges, juice cup. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce, French breadstick, Cali- | 
fornia mix vegetables, fresh and chilled 
fruit, cake. | 

Thursday, March 1: Hot dog on a roll 
with condiments and a pickle, Smart Food | 
popcorn, baked beans, fresh and chilled 
fruit, brownie. 

Friday, March 2: Pizza of the day, salad | 
with lite dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, 
cookie. | 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY 


SCHOOLS | 

Monday, Feb. 27: Baked chicken nug- 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed potatoes, | 
seasoned peas, fresh and chilled fruit, 
Rice Krispie Treat. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Mini pancakes with | 
syrup, baked potato rounds, sausage links, 
orange wedges, juice cup. | 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce, French breadstick, Cali- | 
fornia mix vegetables, fresh and chilled 
fruit, cake. 

Thursday, March 1: Hot dog on a roll | 
with condiments and a pickle, Smart Food 
popcorn, baked beans, fresh and chilled | 
fruit, brownie. 

Friday, March 2: Pizza of the day, salad | 
with lite dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, 
cookie. E 


See more school news, page 23 
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ROSIE Robotics reaps rewards at Rebound Rumble 


Members of the Agawam High School FIRST Robotics 
Team 839, “ROSIE Robotics” distinguished themselves this 
past weekend at the first major event of the 2012 FIRST Ro- 
botics season. Agawam placed second overall in the tourna- 
ment that saw 35 robotics teams from all over New England 
come together for the Suffield Shakedown in Suffield, Conn. 
Saturday, Feb. 18. 

The theme this year is basketball; the name of the game 
is “Rebound Rumble.” This global competition started with 
the international kick-off on Jan. 7. Teams from around the 
world watched the unveiling of the game requirements, live 
via NASA satellite uplink from Manchester, N.H. Several 
members of the Agawam team attended the kick-off in Man- 
chester in person. 

In Rebound Rumble, each team must design, manufacture 
and program an operating robot that can make baskets at 
various heights, navigate over a metal barrier and earn extra 
“co-operation” points by being able to balance their robot 
on tottering platform. There is a 30-second “autonomous 
mode” component, followed by a two-minute driver-oper- 
ated component to each 2 1/2 minute round. 

Agawam’s robot was able to perform these functions ad- 
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Andrew Tang, left, and Charlie Calabrese show 
off the 2nd place trophy from Suffield Shake- 
down. 
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Love, Grandpa, Grandma, 
Aunt Jaimie and 
Uncle Jay 


Robotics team members are pictured with their mentors. | 


mirably, going into the final round on the number one rated 
three-team alliance. Dana Henry, head team mentor, ex- 
plained that with a little “tweaking,” the robot will be ready 
to be competitive at the regional competitions taking place 
in March. Faculty advisor John Barry explained that minor 
adjustments were needed, but overall, the robot performs the 
tasks required effectively. 

The Agawam Team and ROSIE will be in action locally at 


the following FIRST Regional competitions: WPI the week- 
end of March 8-10 and in Hartford the weekend of March 
39-31. The FRC (FIRST Robotics Challenge) World Cham- 
pionship takes place in St. Louis, Mo. April 25-28th. 

For more information about how to get involved in the Ro- 
botics Program or to make a tax-deductible donation, contact 
Cecilia Calabrese at cececalabrese @ yahoo.com. 


Baystate Medical Center's expansion opens Friday, March 2. The magnificent 


new building features the Davis Family Heart & Vascular Center, with the 


most advanced heart and vascular technology available. 


Privacy and comfort are redefined. A rooftop garden provides healing and 


rejuvenation. We’ve constructed every detail around the needs of our 


patients and families. In fact, our patients helped design the rooms. 


You expect the best from us. We pride ourselves on delivering it. The doors 


to the future open in March, improving lives for generations to come. 


Baystate 
Medical Center 


baystatehealth.org/expansion 


ri 


Davis Family? 
Heart & Vascular Center 


For a Baystate heart and vascular specialist 


dh 


call 1-800-377-4325. 
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“Making the World a Better Place” is Girl Scout Troop 11085’s motto. Pictured here, along with the members of Troop 11085, 
are Troop Leaders Lisa Allen-Geissler, Christine Bertoncelli and Sue Drumm. 


To the world 


you might be one person, 
but to one person 
ON might be the world ! 
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Chloe Michalak, 7, said her favorite 
part was using the stickers to make 


Seven-year-old Delaney Taylor sweet- 
her perfect Valentine. 


ened up some brownies with a special ic- 
ing and a chocolate heart. 


These Valentines were made by Girl Scout Troop 
11085 with care. 
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Lillian Kennedy and Ava Catelotti add their « own special touch. Megan Smith, 7, and Alyssa Drumm, 8, were happy to make someone 


else smile on Valentine’s Day with something they created. 
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Rackliffe, Busco lift 
Brownies past Colts 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM — The Agawam girls basket- 
ball team will not be going to the tournament 
this season after suffering their 11th loss of 
the season, and having been eliminated from 
contention for second place in their league. 

But they were able to pick up a victory last 
Friday night against Chicopee Comp, 46-36, 
at home. 

The Brownies rode a strong first half to 
take a big lead, and stayed consistent enough 
in the second half to keep their lead. 

Agawam got great play from Alycia Rack- 
liffe and Alicia Busco in the victory. Rack- 
liffe would lead the team with 13 points and 
credited with 11 rebounds and Busco was 
excellent on defense for the Brownies. 

Agawam would fall behind very early in 
the game after a 3-pointer from Stephanie 
Ryan. Comp was up before the Brownies 
would score four straight baskets, taking 
advantage of a pair of steals and some key 
rebounds to keep their momentum. The 


Comp would get back into it in the clos- 
ing minutes of the first quarter and outscore 
Agawam 5-2 to trail 14-10 at the then end 
of the quarter. A buzzer shot from Rackliffe 
would allow the Brownies to leave the first 
with a four-point lead. 

Rackliffe’s first quarter really helped Aga- 
wam stay on top as eight of her 13 points 
came on baskets in the first. 

In the second, the Brownies would break 
away from Colts with a couple of quick 
baskets to start the quarter. First, Danielle 
Stratton outran the Comp defense and found 
a lane right to the hoop for a layup to make it 
16-10. Then, Stratton would go to the basket 
after a steal and make it 18-10. 

Later, Mary DeForge would notch a long 
jump shot to make it 23-10. She would also 
make a pair of free throws later in the quarter 
to complete an 11-2 run by the Brownies. 

Agawam would ride the strong second 
quarter to lead 27-16 at halftime. 

The Brownies would falter a bit in the 
third quarter and Chicopee Comp’s Chelan 
Rodriguez, who led her team with 12 points, 
would find the hoop a little more in during a 


Brownies would then go up 12-5. 


Please see BASKETBALL, page 15 


Leibel heading to All-State 


Grappler finished second in Massachusetts 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Agawam will be sending one wrestler to the 
All-State Tournament this weekend at Salem High School. 

The Brownies did very well during the section tourna- 
ment, and placed fourth in Western Mass. three weeks ago. 
Agawam then put nine of their wrestlers in the state tourna- 
ment, including new champion Brennen Leibel. 

Leibel was the first up in the finals on Feb. 10 at West- 
field High School at 106 pounds and scored a huge win 
over Alex Marquez from West Springfield. 


Agawam swimmers compete at sectionals 


By Nate Rosenthal 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


SPRINGFIELD - The Linkletter Natatorium was the site 
of the 2012 Western Mass Swimming Championships with 
more than 20 teams from the area taking part. This repre- 
sents the culmination for the Western Mass swim season for 


te 


FILE PHOTO 
Agawam’s Alison Weiner was part of the 400- 
yard freestyle relay that finished in seventh 
place at the Western Mass Championships. She 
also came in 19th in the 200-yard freestyle. 


Leibel struggled early, but managed to keep the leverage 
on Marquez for the majority of the match, is the second 
member of his family to capture the lightweight crown. 
His brother, Connor Leibel, won the lightweight crown two 
years ago when it was 103 pounds. 

None of Agawam’s other grapplers were able to capture 
one of the coveted first six slots in Division 1 and Leibel 
will be seeking his first trip to the New England Tourna- 
ment, scheduled for next weekend in Providence, R.I. 

Leibel was the runner up in Division 1 as he lost in 
the 106-pound final to Eric Benefides from Durfee High 


Please see LEIBEL, page 15 


a large number of swimmers and as always draws a packed 
house. 

The Brownies had some strong swims throughout the 
day. The girls placed 12th with 83 points, while the boys 
were 21st with 25 points. 

Megan Dustin led the way with a second in the 200-yard 
freestyle in 1 minute, 56.36 seconds and later went 5:15.03 
in the 500-yard freestyle to place fourth. Dustin was the 
anchor on the 400-yard freestyle relay that went 3:58.20 
to finish in seventh place. She was joined by Anna Lovo- 
tti, Allison Weiner and Kaitlynn McLaughlin. Mackenzie 
Gendron got a 10th in the 200-yard Individual Medley in 
2:24.31 and a ninth in the 100-yard breaststroke in 1:13.93. 
Others picking up points were: Christa Hurley with a 
2:28.35 to place 16th in the Individual Medley and 1:16.78 
for 15th in the 100-yard breaststroke; Lovotti, 27.15 for 
16th in the 50-yard freestyle, and 1:07.26 for 12th in the 
100-yard butterfly; McLaughlin was 15th in the 100-yard 
backstroke at 1:08.32. 

In other swims, Weiner was 19th in the 200-yard free- 
style and 18th in the 500-yard freestyle. The 200-yard 
medley relay of Kendra Matland, Amanda Shea, Beth Hag- 
gerty and Lindsey Gordon was 23rd, while the 200-yard 
freestyle of Madeline Heelon, Kelsey Niziolek, Shea and 
Haggerty went 24th. 

The boys top finish came in the diving Adam Ardolino 
who was ninth with a score of 277.50. Sam Lawson swam 
to an 11th in the 50-yard freestyle in 24.17 and a 10th in 


Please see SECTIONALS, page 14 
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Agawam’s Alycia Rackliffe tries to go for a layup. 


Brownies blow 
past Chicopee, 
Amherst 


Guaranteed at least share 
of league title 


e 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Justin Lecuyer takes a slapshot 
during the second period. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM -— The Agawam hockey team put the excla- 
mation point on their regular season and got ready for the 
tournament with a trouncing of host Chicopee on Saturday 
evening at Fitzpatrick Rink. 

The victory, coupled with their drubbing of Amherst on 
Thursday night helped Agawam gain some huge momen- 
tum heading into the Western Massachusetts Division 3A 
Tournament, which is scheduled to begin next week. 

Agawam scored 22 goals in those two games, beating 
Chicopee 9-1 and Amherst 13-0. 


Please see HOCKEY, page 15 
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the 100-yard butterfly in 1:01.79. Anthony 
Anton also scored with a 15th in the 100- 
yard backstroke in 1:03.91 and a 16th in the 
50-yard freestyle at 24.66. 

In other swims in was Jared Lubarsky 
placing 21st in the 500-yard freestyle. The 
200-yard medley relay of Greg McLaughlin, 
Lubarsky, Scott Laviano and Ardolino was 
20th; the 200-yard freestyle relay with Mi- 
chael Goyette, William Bessette, McLaugh- 
lin and Ardolino was 26th; the 400-yard 
freestyle with McLaughlin, Dominic Kosior, 
Daniel Lavoie and Goyette was 22nd. 

The boys meet was won by Minnechaug 
for the fifth consecutive year. They took 
the lead early in the meet and never looked 
back. Minnechaug’s boys were far ahead of 
second place Westfield, 399-278.50. Long- 
meadow was next at 263 and rounding out 
the top five were Northampton with 190 and 
Amherst with 172. 

On the girls side, Westfield ended the 
three season win streak of Minnechaug with 
316 to 270. They led for much of the meet. 
Third place went to East Longmeadow at 
249, with Longmeadow, in fourth at 204 and 
Northampton in fifth at 183. 

The Minnechaug boys won the 200-yard 
medley relay and followed that with wins in 
the 200-yard freestyle and a 1-2 finish in the 
200-yard Individual Medley. Before he meet 
was over they had won four individual races 
and all three relays. They also had three sec- 
onds and a third on the day. They also were 
part of four record breaking swims. 

The girls meet had some different turns. 
After winning the 200-yard medley relay, 
Holyoke Catholic had the lead, 40-34 over 
Westfield, with Minnechaug third at 30 
points. Westfield took over the top spot after 
the 200-yard freestyle and with a 1-3 finish, 
East Longmeadow moved into second just 
ahead of Minnechaug, Westfield maintained 
first through the next two events and kept 
its place when the diving scores were added 
in. Minnechaug had moved into second and 
Longmeadow into third after the diving. A 
strong showing in the butterfly allowed Min- 
nechaug to take a 161-148 lead over West- 
field with East Longmeadow a close third at 
138. Minnechaug stayed in first for an event, 
but big scores in the 500-yard freestyle and a 
win in the 200-yard freestyle relay, gave East 
Longmeadow its first lead of the day by a 
point over Minnechaug. Westfield had fallen 
to third and was 17 points out of first. But 
Westfield was about to come back strongly. 
They doubled up on Minnechaug in the 100- 
yard backstroke and regained first with that. 
East Longmeadow was shutout and dropped 
back to third. And that was the order in 
which they would finish. 


Follow us on 
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The girls meet saw six records fall. 

There were three double winners in the 
boys meet. Wiktor Karpinski won the 200- 
yard freestyle in 1:44.20 and the 100 free in 
46.81. The latter broke the 34-year-old re- 
cord of Al Kalmbach of Cathedral in 1978 
when he went 47.14. Michael Normoyle 
won two events — the 200-yard Individual 
Medley in a record time of 1:53.99, breaking 
his own mark set a year ago at 1:55.18 and 
the 100-yard breaststroke in 58.57. Karpin- 
ski and Michael Normoyle along with Tom- 
my Normoyle also set records in two relays. 
They were joined by Joe Beaupre in the 
200-yard medley relay, which broke West 
Springfield’s 2007 record of 1:40.17 with a 
new time of 1:38.74. Joe Knight joined the 
other three in the 200-yard freestyle relay 
that went 1:28.29 topping a year old Min- 
nechaug mark of 1:29.06. Aaron Sczepanek 
of Palmer was a double winner in the 100- 
yard butterfly in 54.04 and in the 100-yard 
backstroke in 56.39. 

Other first place finishers were: Colin Ma- 
chat of Northampton in the 50-yard freestyle 
in 22.45; Joel Bierwert in the diving with a 
485.15; Ciaran Dillon-Davidson of Amherst 
with a 4:54.30 in the 500-yard freestyle. 

The double winners for the girls were 
Meriza Werenski of Holyoke Catholic and 
Jessica Harper of Easthampton. Werenski 
broke the 200-yard individual record that she 
set two years ago at 2:05.84 with a 2:03.31. 
In the 500-yard she went 4:55.00, to beat a 
record set a year ago by East Longmeadow’s 
Julie Lajoie at 4:59.11. Harper broke the 
100-yard backstroke record in one of her 
wins 57.79 topping the old mark of 58.47 
set by Maggie Rosenbaum of Monument 
Mountain in 2009. Harper won the 100-yard 
freestyle in 53.55. 

The other individual winners were: Julie 
Lajoie, 1:53.61 in the 200-yard freestyle; 
Delaney Dyjak of Holyoke Catholic in the 
50 free at 24.35; Amanda Lucia of East- 
hampton in the 100-yard butterfly at 57.04. 
Melanie Avdoulos from East Longmeadow 
in the diving with a 456.55; Kara Lacoste of 
Chicopee Comp in the 100-yard breaststroke 
at 1:06.91. Werenski was on the 200-yard 
medley relay of Holyoke Catholic that won 
in 1:53.08. With her were Amanda Ko- 
nieczny, Katherine Fontes and Dyjak. East 
Longmeadow with a foursome of Julie La- 
joie, Emily Lajoie, Kelly Lajoie and Callie 
Phillips had a pair of wins in record time 
in the two free relays. They took the 200- 
yard freestyle in 1:40.18, breaking a year old 
Minnechaug record by .74 seconds. They 
finished the meet with a 3:35.70 in the 400- 
yard with a 3:35.70 topping Minnechaug 
from 2011 again. 


Nate Rosenthal is a sports correspondent 


for Turley Publications. He can be reached 
at dforbes @ turley.com. 


facebook 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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FILE PHOTOS 


Agawam’s Anna Lovotti was a member of the 400-yard freestyle relay that 
finished in seventh place. She also placed 16th in the 50-yard freestyle 


and 12th in the 100-yard butterfly. 


Agawam’s Madeline Heelon was part of the 200-yard freestyle relay that 


came in 24th place. 


Agawam’s William Bessette was par of the 200-yard freestyle relay team 


that came in Aou p'ace. 


Agawam’s Kendra Matland helped the 200-yard medley relay team to a 
23rd-place finish. 
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Sports fans just getting worse 
Wakefield hangs up cleats 


ello ladies and gentle- 

men boys and girls and 
welcome to the Beanepot. 
Today’s subject, what has 
happened to North American 
sports fans? This is not to in- 
cite all fans but an increasing 
number of them have seem- 
ingly lost their minds. Here 
are some examples: 

Item one: Bill Buckner 
and his family suffered for 
20 years over a ground ball error that 
lost Game 6 of the 1986 World Series for 
Boston. He was vilified for this and had 
to move to Idaho to escape all the public 
wrath. Never mind that it did not lose the 
series because there was another game 
in which the Red Sox had a 3-0 lead 
through five innings and could not hold 
it, but Bucker got the blame. Only now 
after the 2004 championship he has been 
forgiven. 

Item two: Montreal Canadians fans 
continue to boo Zdeno Chara for his hard 
hit on the creepy Max Pacioretty and re- 
cently when Z was hit in the face with a 
puck and left the ice bleeding the Habs 
fans stood and cheered his injury. Some 
stupid Vancouver Canucks fans are still 
angry that their girls hockey team lost to 
the Bruins in the Finals so they decided 
to find the church that Milan Lucic’s par- 
ents go to and desecrate it. 

We all have heard the stories about 
the boorish behavior of some Yankee 


LEIBEL, from page 13 


School. Leibel may have to face some tough 
local competition in the form of Southwick 
wrestler Stephen Thibault. 

Thibault, who has lost just once in 40 de- 
cisions this year, was the Division 3 runn- 
erup at 106 pounds and is also qualified for 
the All-State Tournament this year and said 
he is eyeing a New England appearance. 

The two grapplers from neighboring 
towns have wrestled each other just once this 
year, with Thibault getting the victory during 
a dual meet early in the wrestling season at 
Agawam High School. 

Leibel would then later wrestle at 113 
pounds during the Phil Tomkiel Holiday 
Tournament, which prevented a second 
match up between the two top grapplers. 
Thibault would go on to win the Tomkiel 
Tournament at 106 pounds. He is an eighth- 
grader. 

Leibel was just one of a few Agawam 
wrestlers to pick up a win during the newly- 
formed MIAA Team Wrestling State Tour- 
nament held last weekend. 

Unfortunately, the Brownies drew a first- 
round matchup with St. John’s Preparatory 
School. St. John’s dominated Agawam 50- 
16, but it was not the first time the Brownies 
had seen the Eastern Mass. school. 

The two teams got together earlier in the 
season during a Saturday quad-meet with 


and Jets fans. At least the 

Yankees can brag about 27 

championships, the Jets have 

one and their greatest player 

was a quarterback with a los- 

ing record. There are many 

more examples but you get 

the idea to all those fans that 

insist on acting like thugs, do 

us all a favor and stay home. 

We said goodbye last 

week to a couple of all time 

baseball greats, Tim Wakefield and Gary 

Carter. Wake spent 17 of his 19 season 

in the game with the Red Sox and was 

as unselfish a player as one would ever 

see. He wrote a book called Knuckler 

with Tony Mazzerotti. Give it a read and 

you ll discover what a tough road he had 

to get and stay in the major leagues good 

guy, good career. It would not surprise 

me if the number 49 is taken out of ser- 
vice. 

We also bid a final adieu to a fine man 
in Hall of Famer Gary Carter. He made 
his mark with the Montreal Expos but 
later on led the New York Mets to the 
championship in 1986. A great hitter and 
durable catcher “The Kid” loved every- 
thing about the game. He passed away 
much too soon of brain cancer at 57.R I 
P #8. Amen. 

Carl Beane can be reached at cbeane@ 
carlbeane.com or via his website www. 
carlbeane.com, 


Southwick and Windsor, Conn. St. John’s 
swept at Agawam, and beat the Brownies 56- 
9. St. John’s would be the runner up in the 
state dual meet tournament. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Western Mass 
basketball and hockey 
seedings announced 


The Western Massachusetts high 
school hockey and basketball seedings 
will be announced at separate meetings 
on Saturday, Feb. 25. 

The hockey seedings meeting will be 
held at Agawam High School at 9 a.m., 
while the boys and girls basketball 
meeting will take place at the James A. 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame in Springfield at 12 p.m. 

Turley Sports will be at both meet- 
ings and will provide live blogs at 
daveforbessports,wordpress.com as the 
seedings are announced along with any 
other relevant tournament information. 


Get Framed! 


You can now purchase photographs from the 


ip 


Browse through all the photos taken by our staff photographers that 
appear in our paper each week. You'll also be able to view and purchase 
many photos that didn’t make it info print. 


Click 
HERE To 
See and Buy 
Photos 


Visit www.turley.com click 
on Newspapers then click on 
our photo button. 
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defensive breakdown by the Brownies. But 
Agawam would recover and play well on de- 
fense in the fourth to keep the their 10-point 
lead. 

The Brownies played their final game of 


it 1 


N 


Page 15 


the season Tuesday night when they hosted 
Longmeadow. The Brownies are 7-11. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Alicia Busco tries to block the lane. 


HOCKEY, from page 13 


Against the Pacers, Agawam grabbed a 4- 
0 lead after just 16 minutes of play. 

Both James Newsome and Billy Wysocki 
scored two goals to lead the team and five 
other individuals scored for Agawam. 

It started with a Wysocki goal less than 
three minutes into the game. The forward 
took possession of the puck just past center 
ice and moved up the past Chicopee defense. 
He slanted slightly to the left and backhand- 
ed the puck into the lower the right of the net 
to make it 1-0. 

The Brownies would score again on 
Wysocki’s second tally as he took advantage 
of confusion in front of the net and slipped 
the puck in just as a defender fell into the 
goal. 

Cam Rivest scored the third goal of the 
game for Agawam as he took a pass from be- 
hind the net and made a great slapshot from 
the outside to make it 3-0 30 seconds into the 
second period. 

And just 30 seconds later, Alex Abilintiz 
would score after a teammate shot hard on 
the goal. The puck trickled away from the 
goaltender and Abilintiz was there waiting, 
shooting the rebound easily into the open 


part of the net to make it 4-0. 

The first goals of the second period would 
be part of a five-tally second period that 
would break the game wide open for Aga- 
wam and allow them to rest several of their 
regulars later in the game. 

Cam Pinkham allowed just one goal and 
picked up 18 saves in the victory as the Aga- 
wam defense did a good job keeping Chi- 
copee from getting too many shots on goal. 

Also scoring for the Brownies were Ben 
Belanger, Joe Mercadante, and Bobby Kozi- 
ol. 

Agawam is 12-7-1 to finish the regular 
season. But even better, the victory over Am- 
herst made them 6-2-0 in the Fay Division. 
Despite losses to upstarts Belchertown and 
Greenfield, Agawam was guaranteed at least 
a share of the Fay Division. If Belchertown 
beat Amherst on Wednesday, the Orioles and 
Brownies will share the league crown, but 
if the Orioles lost or tied against the Hurri- 
canes, then Agawam would win the league 
outright. It is Agawam's third consecutive 
league title. 

Agawam will await their place in the tour- 
nament this week. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Cam Rivest gets ready to pass 
the puck to teammate Billy Wysocki (right). 
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Sacred Heart announces registration 


dates for softball, T-ball 

AGAWAM - Sacred Heart Church will 
hold registration for softball and T-ball 
Saturday, Feb. 25 and Saturday, March 3 
from 1-3 p.m. at its Education Center, 1103 
Springfield St. 

The softball leagues are for girls from 
U10 to U14. The T-ball league is for boys 
and girls, ages 4-5. 

Registration fees are as follows - T-ball, 
$60; Instructional Softball (grades 1 and 2) 
$75; NEYSA (U10 to U14), $100. 

To register by mail, forms are available at 
shsoftball.com. 

The deadline for mail-in registration is 
March 7. 


Agawam Little League 
2012 registration 

AGAWAM - Agawam Little League 2012 
registration will take place from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Feb. 28 at the Agawam Public 
Library. 

Registration fees will remain the same as 
last season with: Instructional (5-6-years- 
old) $60; Minors (7-9-years-old), AAA (9- 
12-years-old) and Majors (10-12-years-old) 
$80; Juniors (13-14-years-old) $100. 

For families with more than one child 
playing the first child is full price, second 
child is half price and any additional chil- 
dren will be $20. 

In addition to registration fees, there will 
be an additional $20 fee for the pre-purchase 
of raffle tickets per child. 

The raffle prizes will include one $500 
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winner, four $250 winners and 10 $100 win- 
ners. 

Prizes to be awarded on Opening Day, 
which is scheduled for Saturday, April 28. 

All raffle tickets must be received by the 
Agawam Little League Board prior to Open- 
ing Day. 

Please go to www.agawamlittleleague. 
com for more information. 


Boat safety course free to the public 

AGAWAM - “Boat Massachusetts 2012,” 
a boat safety course, will be held Tuesdays, 
March 20 and 27 and April 3 and 10 at the 
Agawam High School cafeteria. 

Boat Massachusetts is a state- and nation- 
ally-approved boating safety course, con- 
centrating on the equipment and operating 
guidelines needed to enjoy boating in a safe 
and responsible way. 

All graduates in the 12- through 15-year- 
old age group will be issued a safety certifi- 
cate allowing them to operate a motorboat 
without adult supervision, as required by 
state law. The same is true for 16 and 17- 
year-olds who wish to operate a personal 
watercraft (jet ski, wave runner, etc.) 

The course runs 10-12 hours in length. All 
classes are free of charge and are for adults 
and youth 12 years of age and older. 

Youths must be 12 years old by April 10, 
2012. Family participation is encouraged 
and has proven to be very rewarding. 

To register, call the Agawam Parks & Rec- 
reation Department at 413-821-0513. 

Attendance at all class dates is required 
for course completion. 


For more information on the boater safety 
course, visit mass.gov/dfwele/dle/. 


Agawam Youth Football 
helmet fundraiser 

AGAWAM - Agawam Youth Football will 
hold a helmet fundraiser on Saturday, March 
31. 

All money collected will be used to pur- 
chase new helmets for the players. 

The event will take place from 6 to 11:30 
p.m. with a buffet dinner starting at 7 p.m. at 
the Springfield Turnverein, 76 Garden St. 

Tickets are $25 per person. 

To purchase tickets please contact Dave 
DeMatteo at kninejeri@comcast.net or at 
413-374-0975, Dawn Dube at Dubester99 @ 
comcast.net or at 413-433-1346, Lance Dil- 
lard at IdillardS5 @verizon.net or 413-454- 
8245, or Amy Mendrala at amendrala@ya- 
hoo.com or 413-478-9734 

We are more than willing to deliver tickets 
to you. 


Discount hockey tickets available 
at Parks and Rec 

AGAWAM - The Agawam Parks and Rec- 
reation Department is offering discount tick- 
ets to the Springfield Falcons hockey games. 
A discounted one-price voucher can be pur- 
chased for $11 each at the Parks and Rec- 
reation Department and may be exchanged 
at the Falcons box office at any time for the 
home game of your choice. 

For Springfield Falcons team information 
and schedule, visit falconsahl.com. 

To purchase vouchers, go to the Parks and 
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Recreation Department at 1000 Suffield St. 
or call 821-0513. 


Feline Friends Golf Tournament 

SOUTHWICK - The Feline Friends Golf 
Tournament will take place on May 20 at 
The Ranch Golf Club. 

The cost is $160 per person to signup or 
$140 if you register early. 

The evnt starts at 12:30 p.m. 

The dinner only event is $35. 

Cost includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch 
and dinner. 

For more information, call Tonya at 413- 
364-1808. 


To get your organization’s information 
placed in the Agawam Advertiser News, con- 
tact Sports Editor Dave Forbes at 413-283- 
8393 ext. 237 or send an email to dforbes @ 
turley.com. 


College Netes 


Chase chips in win 
over Springfield 


SOUTH HADLEY - Mt. Holyoke 
women’s basketball senior forward and 
Feeding Hills resident Tricia Chase fin- 
ished with 12 points in a 64-53 victory 
over Springfield on Wednesday, Feb. 15. 


Mutiny to join new WPSL Elite league 


WPS teams coming 


to Western Mass 


SPRINGFIELD - The announcement 
from Women’s Professional Soccer (WPS) 
on Jan. 30 that it was suspending opera- 
tions was believed to be a difficult blow for 
professional women’s soccer in the United 
States. Well, not quite. 

The Women’s Premier Soccer League 
(WPSL), a national amateur women’s soccer 
league with 73 teams throughout the nation, 
recently announced the formation of WPSL 
Elite: an eight-team league which will have 
former WPS teams and the region’s top 
WPSL teams playing the highest level of 
women’s soccer in the United States. 

The New England Mutiny, one of the old- 
est members of the WPSL and a charter fran- 
chise of the East Conference, have accepted 
an invitation to become one of the eight 
franchises in the newly formed league. The 
Mutiny will join three former Women’s Pro- 
fessional Soccer teams: Western New York 
Flash, the Boston Breakers and the Chicago 
Red Stars. 

The Flash were 2011 WPS Champions 
and featured five-time FIFA Player of the 


Year, Marta and U.S. National Team sen- 
sation Alex Morgan. The Boston Breakers, 
a charter member of the WUSA as well as 
WPS, were coached last season by former 
World Cup Champion and Springfield Col- 
lege alum Tony DiCicco. 

The other teams who have committed are 
the ASA Chesapeake Charge, Aztec MA 
(formerly Boston Aztec) and F.C. Indiana 
- all from the WPSL. The Mutiny and F.C. 
Indiana are no strangers as the Indiana-based 
side defeated the Mutiny in the WPSL Na- 
tional Semifinals in 2005 and National Final 
in 2007. 

The New England Mutiny will be entering 
its 10th season - none more challenging than 
this one. 

“We are honored to be selected to partici- 
pate in the league and it shows tremendous 
faith in the soccer culture here in Western 
Massachusetts,” said Mutiny owner Joe Fer- 
rara. “This will be a monumental task and it 
will take the effort of the entire community 
to make it a success. If we want women’s 
soccer to be around in the future then we 
all need to be a part of making that happen 
whether that comes from fans buying tickets, 
sponsorships through the business commu- 
nity or help from all the friends of soccer. 
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“This area has proven to be a hotbed for 
soccer. The markets that we will be compet- 
ing against — Boston, Rochester, Chicago, 
Philadelphia and Indianapolis — may have 
greater populations and corporate strength, 
but they will not match our passion.” 

The Mutiny as five-time WPSL Eastern 
Conference champions and two-time Na- 
tional Finalists have always had a competi- 
tive product on the field, but its operational 
strength is what made it an attractive choice 
to join the top league in America. WPSL 
Commissioner Zanelli has every confidence 
in the ability of New England Mutiny to suc- 
ceed in the new league. 

“Joe Ferrara has had one of the best-run 
organizations in the league and is the main 
reason we have an Eastern Conference in 
the WPSL,” said Zanelli. “His hard work 
through the years has resulted in us having 
twenty teams in the East. No matter what we 
have asked Joe to do for the league he has 
done a great job, and I feel confident that he 
will do well with his new Elite league team. 

“The WPSL recognizes the importance 
of a professional women’s soccer league in 
America and that it is critical to provide a 
showcase for these top women players, and 
inspire young female athletes.” 


The signature moment for the Mutiny or- 
ganization was its match played in front of 
nearly 4,000 fans at Agawam High School 
versus the China Women’s National Team in 
July 2004. The “Steel Roses” rallied from a 
3-1 deficit in the last 30 minutes to overtake 
the host Mutiny by a 4-3 score. 

The Mutiny also hosted the 2005 WPSL 
National Finals. F.C. Indiana defeated the 
California Storm in a penalty kick shootout. 
In an ironic twist of fate, Indiana would seal 
the victory after a missed penalty pick from 
former U.S. Women’s National Team hero 
Brandi Chastain. 

The creation of WPSL Elite allows WPS 
teams to operate for 2012 and avoid costly 
litigation with one of its former members, 
Dan Borislow and his magicJack franchise, 
as well as obtain the necessary minimum 
of eight teams to be sanctioned by the U.S. 
Soccer Federation (USSF). WPSL Elite will 
expand on the West Coast in 2013, with four 
teams located in San Diego, Sacramento, Bay 
Area and Seattle showing major interest. 

The 2012 WPSL Elite season will kick off 
in early May. The Mutiny will announce its 
front office staff and venue shortly. 

For more information on the WPSL, visit 
www.wpsl.info. 
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JOHN S. BARUFFALDI 


John S. Baruffaldi, 91, of Agawam, en- 
tered into eternal rest Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
2012 at home. Born in Agawam, son of the 
late Peter and Maria (DePhillipi) Baruffaldi, 
he lived in Agawam for many years. He also 
lived in Brimfield and Florida before recent- 
ly moving back to Agawam. John worked as 
a truck driver for 
Chriscola Farms 
for many years, 
retiring in 1985. 
After his retire- 
ment he worked 
for Brown’s 
Farm. He was a 
former communi- 
cant and member 
of Sacred Heart 
Church and its 
Holy Name Club, 
and a former member of both the Westfield 
Fair Association and the Feeding Hills 
Grange. His wife, Grace J. (D’ Amico) Ba- 
ruffaldi died in 1983. He leaves a son and his 
wife, Joseph J. and Carol Baruffaldi of Aga- 
wam; three daughters, Elizabeth M. Owen 
of Enfield, Donna M. and her husband Paul 
Berthiaume of Keystone Heights, Fla., and 
Deborah A. and Robert Griffith of Agawam; 
seven grandchildren, Joseph J. Baruffaldi, 
Jr., Russell A. Owen, Paul Berthiaume, Jr., 
Peter Baruffaldi, Christina Cushman, Re- 
becca Owen, Karen Kershaw; eight great- 
grandchildren and a great-great-grand- 
children. The funeral was at the Agawam 
Funeral Home with burial in St. Thomas 
Cemetery. Donations may be made to the 
Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Aga- 
wam, MA 01001. 


RICHARD C. HANNON 


Richard C. Hannon, of Venice, Fla., for- 
merly of Agawam and Holland, passed 
away Sunday, Feb. 19, 2012. He was born 
in Springfield June 11, 1934 
to Harold and Rose Han- 
non. He was a graduate of 


Agawam High School where he met his 
wife of 57 years, Ann-Sybil. He served in 
the United States Army during the Korean 
War. Richard retired from Western Massa- 
chusetts Electric Company in Springfield af- 
ter 37 years. He was a former selectman for 
the town of Holland and a youth advisor at 
the Holland Congregational Church. He was 
an active member of the Venice East Golf 
Association and a men’s league champion, 
as well as achieving five holes-in-one on the 
course. He will be dearly missed by his wife, 
Ann-Sybil; daughters Lynn Byer (Robert) of 
North Port, Fla. and Susan Lascelles (Louis) 
of Ewington, Ohio; three grandchildren, 
Jeffrey, Lynn, and Jamie; and his brother, 
Harold Hannon (Joy) of Agawam. Services 
were held at the Farley Funeral Home Ven- 
ice Chapel with burial at Venice Memorial 
Gardens. Contributions may be made to the 
American Lung Association. 


FRANCES E. HOPKINS 


Frances E. “Nell” (McAnally) Hopkins, 
88, of Agawam, entered into eternal rest 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2012. Born March 23, 
1923 in Mound House, Nev., the fourth of 
T ae : five children to 
the late Samuel 
and Margaret 
(Barton) McA- 
nally, she lived 
here for many 
years. Frances 
was a retired 
longtime math 
teacher in the 
Agawam School 
System and a 
member of the Agawam Congregational 
Church. She was the widow of Ernest S. 
“Ernie” Hopkins. She leaves two sons and 
their wives, Michael and Marie Hopkins 
of Waterbury, Conn., and Dennis and Di- 
ane Hopkins of Agawam; a daughter and 
her husband, Holly and John LeMaster of 
Florida; five grandchildren, Seth Hopkins, 
Anne LeMaster, Lynn Pajer, Alan LeMas- 
ter and Steven Hopkins; and a great-grand- 


= 


daughter, Madelyn Pajer. The funeral was at 
the Agawam Congregational Church with 
burial in Agawam Center Cemetery. Dona- 
tions may be made to the Agawam Congre- 
gational Church, 745 Main St., Agawam, 
MA 01001. 


ELSIE M. JOHNSON 


Elsie Myrtle Johnson, of Feeding Hills, 
was born April 2, 1916 on a small farm on 
Southwick Street in Feeding Hills in the 
house her father built. She lived there until 
2000 when she moved to Quail Run Es- 
tates. In February of last year, she moved 
to Country Estates Nursing Home where 
she died Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2012. Elsie 
graduated from Agawam High School in 
1933 and from Westfield Normal School, 
now Westfield State University, in 1936. She 
taught grade school briefly after graduation 
and worked at a bookbinding company and 
flower shop in Springfield. She helped her 
sister raise prize-winning toy dachshunds. 
She was an assistant Girl Scout leader of the 
Feeding Hills troop. She was a long-time 
member of the Feeding Hills Community 
Grange. Elsie attended the Swedish Evan- 
gelical Covenant Church in Springfield for 
many years. She was also a member of the 
Feeding Hills Congregational Church and 
the Agawam Congregational Church. Elsie 
loved all animals, large and small and es- 
pecially cats. She was an avid bird watcher. 
She enjoyed working in her yard and in her 
vegetable garden and spending as much time 
as possible at her summer cottage in East 
Greenwich, R.I. Elsie was the ninth of 10 
children of Richard and Mary Johnson, who 
immigrated from Sweden in the late 1800s. 
She was predeceased by siblings Edith, 
Dorothy, Paul, Enoch, Arthur, Mabel Phil- 
lips, Esther Gibson, Ruth and Robert. She 
is survived by several nieces and nephews, 
including Richard C. Johnson and his wife, 
Suzanne of Washington, D.C. A graveside 
service was held at the Springfield Street 
Cemetery. Agawam Funeral Home was in 
charge. 


Winter 2011-2012 varsity sports standings 


BOYS BASKETBALL 
BI-COUNTY NORTH 
SCHOOL LEAGUE OVERALL 
AGranby 5-2 14-5 
#Belchertown 5-2 15-4 
#Palmer 4-4 12-8 
Southwick 2-5 8-11 
Hampshire 2-5 7-12 
BI-COUNTY SOUTH 
^@ Renaissance 8-0 17-3 
“Monson 4-3 9-10 
Holyoke Catholic 2-5 6-13 
Ware 2-5 3-16 
Gateway 2-5 4-15 
CENTRAL 
^@New Leadership 6-1 9-8 
#South Hadley 5-2 10-8 
Agawam 3-4 4-14 
Sabis 2-4 6-12 
Ludlow 0-5 1-16 
TRI-COUNTY 
^@ Smith Voke 13-2 16-2 
^Dean Tech 9-4 11-8 
^McCann Tech 9-4 10-9 
^Pathfinder 8-5 11-8 
Franklin Tech 5-5 9-7 
Westfield Voke 4-8 5-12 
St. Mary’s 2-12 2-16 
Pioneer Valley Christian 2-12 2-16 
VALLEY LEAGUE 
* @Central 6-0 17-1 
Cathedral 3-3 9-9 
*Holyoke 3-3 12-6 
*Commerce 2-4 13-4 
Sci-Tech 1-5 6-12 
VALLEY WHEEL 
*Putnam 6-1 13-4 
*West Springfield 5-1 16-2 
*Chicopee 4-3 12-6 


Chicopee Comp 2-6 3-16 
Minnechaug 1-6 9-9 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
BI-COUNTY CENTRAL 
^@ Ware 7-0 18-1 
^Sabis 5-2 16-5 
^Granby 3-4 14-5 
#South Hadley 3-4 10-8 
Monson 0-8 7-13 
BI-COUNTY EAST 
#@Palmer 8-0 16-4 
#Hampshire 5-2 10-9 
#Belchertown 4-3 10-9 
Cathedral 2-5 7-12 
Commerce 0-7 2-17 
BI-COUNTY WEST 
#Holyoke Catholic 6-1 10-9 
#Southwick 5-2 11-7 
McCann Tech 5-3 5-11 
Sci-Tech 2-5 3-14 
Putnam 0-7 1-18 
SUBURBAN 
* @ Amherst 7-1 15-3 
*Longmeadow 7-1 11-7 
Chicopee 5-3 8-10 
Agawam 4-4 7-11 
Westfield 1-7 3-13 
Chicopee Comp 0-8 1-15 
TRI-COUNTY 
^@ Gateway 14-0 14-2 
^New Leadership 10-3 13-8 
^Franklin Tech 9-4 10-5 
Pathfinder 8-6 9-9 
Westfield Voke 7-7 7-10 
St. Mary’s 5-8 6-11 
Pioneer Valley Christian 6-9 7-13 
Smith Voke 2-10 2-10 
Dean Tech 0-14 0-14 


VALLEY WHEEL 
*West Springfield 9-1 15-3 
*Holyoke 9-2 17-2 
*East Longmeadow 7-3 13-5 
* Northampton 4-6 10-8 
*Central 4-6 10-8 
Ludlow 2-8 8-10 
Minnechaug 1-10 4-15 
HOCKEY 
BERRY 
^@ West Springfield 9-3-3 10-7-3 
^Longmeadow 8-3-3 9-6-4 
^Ludlow 9-5-0 13-4-0 
Westfield 8-4-2 12-4-2 
East Longmeadow 3-9-1 4-13-1 
Minnechaug 0-12-1 3-16-1 
FAY 
#@Agawam 6-2-0 12-7-1 
#Greenfield 5-2-1  13-4-2 
Belchertown 5-2-0 9-9-0 
Amherst 1-7-0 4-11-2 
Easthampton 1-6-1 4-14-1 
WRIGHT 
#@ South Hadley 9-0-0 18-0-1 
#St. Mary’s 7-1-1 11-4-2 
#Turners Falls 5-3-0 10-8-0 
Chicopee 3-7-2 4-12-3 
Chicopee Comp 1-4-4 5-8-5 
Central 0-8-1 0-14-3 


@ — clinched at least share of league title 
*__ qualified for Division 1 Tournament 


# — qualified for Division 2 Tournament 


^ — qualified for Division 3 Tournament 


# — qualified for Division 3A Tourna- 


ment 


ED 


Free 

medical 
clinic at 
Bethany 


A New Covenant Free Clinic is be- 
ing co-sponsored by New Covenant 
Community Services and Bethany As- 
sembly of God on Tuesday, March 6, 
from 6-8 p.m. The clinic will provide 
non-emergent care for people age 18 
and over. 

“The mission is to provide Christ- 
centered medical care in the Pioneer 
Valley community by serving the body, 
mind and spirit with compassionate 
care,” said Dr. Kevin Snow, clinic phy- 
sician. Although people are required 
to have insurance in Massachusetts, in 
the current economic condition some 
people cannot afford the co-payments 
to see their primary care physician for 
immediate non-emergency medical is- 
sues. The free clinic is intended to help 
these individuals receive the medical 
care they so desperately need. 

The staff of licensed medical care 
workers is volunteering their time and 
skills, and no revenue will be collected 
for the services provided. The entire 
team is committed to providing quality 
care on all levels. A visit to the clinic 
will include a demographic check in, 
medical assessment, behavioral health 
assessment (if needed), and spiritual 
encouragement. The free clinic oper- 
ates once a month at Bethany Assem- 
bly of God, 580 Main St., Agawam. 
All medical records will be kept in 
strict confidence. 

For more information, call the clinic 
at (413) 363-0098. 


Grace Lutheran 
to host Lenten 
services, Suppers 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Lent begins 
at Grace Lutheran Church on Route 20 in 
West Springfield Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22. 
There will be two opportunities for worship 
- a noon service followed by a luncheon for 
those who are able to attend during the day 
and a 6 p.m. service for those who are able to 
come in the evening. On the other Wednes- 
days in Lent, Feb. 29, March 7, March14, 
March 21 and March 28, Grace will hold a 
Lenten evening supper at 6 p.m. The focus of 
the Lenten gatherings will be “Water Bless- 
ings in the Bible,” a study of water and our 
journey of faith. Following the suppers there 
will be a Holden Evening Prayer Service. All 
are invited to attend the supper and the ser- 
vice. For more information, call the church 
at 734-9268. 


Our advertisers 
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Pirate-themed restaurant steals customers’ interest 
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Town officials joined the owners of the new Kaptain 
Jimmy’s Restaurant and Distillery for a grand opening 


and ribbon cutting ceremony Tuesday, Feb. 21. The res- 


taurant, located on Suffield Street in the former Panan- | === —— 
as Restaurant building, will reportedly offer 69 different ~~ == 
types of beer on tap. Ten percent of the day’s proceeds 
will be donated to Agawam Fire Department. 


~ 


Springfield. 


com. 


Rotary to host 
mountaineer as 
guest speaker 


Mike Matty, president of St. Germain Investments, 
will be the guest speaker at the Agawam Rotary 
Club’s Wednesday, Feb. 29 weekly meeting, sched- 
uled for 12:15 p.m. at Storrowton Restaurant in West 


Matty, a seasoned mountaineer, of Hybrid Team, 
reached the summit of Mt. Everest May 13, 2011. He 
began four years ago climbing the highest mountain 
on each of the world’s seven continents, something 
fewer than 300 people have done. With six down (Mt. 
Kilimanjaro and Mt. Denali among them), he has 
saved the highest, Mt. Everest, for last. 

With 534 Rotary regional districts in 200-plus 
countries on seven continents, Rotary clubs make up 
the largest service organization worldwide. 

The public is invited to this meeting by notifying 
Bob Magovern, club president, at neighbor12 @aol. 


American Red Cross 
schedules blood drive 


The American Red Cross will hold a community 
blood drive Friday, March 30 from noon to 6 p.m. 
at the Agawam Fire Dept., 800 Main St. All eligible 
and new blood donors are encouraged to give blood. 
Blood donors are needed everyday to ensure an ad- 
equate blood supply for patients in need. 

In March, all presenting donors will receive a 
coupon for a free lunch pack at Cumberland Farms, 
which includes a freshly prepared sandwich, any size 
fountain soda or frozen beverage, and a 1.5 oz. bag 
of Cumberland Farms brand chips. Prizes are non- 
transferable and not redeemable for cash. To make an 
appointment to donate blood, call (800) RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or log onto redcrossblood.org. 


Open burning season now through May 1 


Open burning is allowed from Jan. 15 
through May 1 in select communities across 
the Commonwealth, including Agawam. 
A permit must be obtained from the lo- 
cal fire department, usually the fire chief. 
Weather conditions can change rapidly, es- 
pecially in the spring, and fire officials will 
determine on a daily basis when it is safe to 
conduct open burning. If winds kick up or 
other atmospheric conditions change sud- 
denly, making it unsafe to burn, permits can 
be rescinded. 

The open burning must be a minimum of 
75 feet from all buildings and must be con- 
ducted between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. and must take place on the land clos- 


est to the source of material to be burned, 
according to Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) regulations.People con- 
ducting illegal burning, or who allow a fire 
to get out of control, may be held liable for 
costs of extinguishing a fire, fined, and even 
imprisoned. 

With a permit, burning of the following 
materials is allowed: 

e Brush, cane, driftwood, and forestry de- 
bris from other than commercial or indus- 
trial land clearing operations 

e Materials normally associated with 
the pursuit of agriculture such as, fruit tree 
prunings, dead raspberry stalks, blueberry 
patches for pruning purposes, and infected 


beehives for disease control. 


e Trees and brush resulting from agricul- 
tural land clearing. 

e Fungus infected elm wood, if no other 
acceptable means of disposal is available. 

Burning of the following materials is pro- 
hibited statewide: 

e Brush, trees, cane and driftwood from 
commercial and/or industrial land clearing 
operations. 

e Grass, hay, leaves and stumps, and tires. 

e Construction material and debris. 

Fires must be attended until extinguished. 
An unattended fire may result in a revoked 
burning permit. In addition, fire control tools 
and water supply must be present. The water 


supply can be a pressurized fire extinguisher, 
a pump can or garden hose. Be sure to test it 
out before igniting the fire to be sure it works 
properly. Also, ifrelying ona garden hose dou- 
ble-check that the water supply is turned on 
and that there are no cracks in the hose itself. 
Watch the wind and be prepared to extin- 
guish all open burning, as it is unsafe to burn 
during high winds. Use common sense and 
don’t wait for the fire department to contact 
you that is has become unsafe to burn. Sud- 
den wind change is the how most open burn- 
ing gets out of control. 

For more information, visit the Massachu- 
setts Department of Fire Services website at 
http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/dfs/. 


Legal Notices 


AGAWAM 
HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be holding 
a public hearing at 7:00 PM 
on Tuesday, February 28, 
2012, at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to review the 
Demolition Permit for 1224 
Main Street which comes 
under the Town of Agawam’s 


Demolition Delay Ordinance. 
By Order of David Cecchi, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

2/16,2/23/12 


LEGAL NOTICE 
FEEDING HILLS SELF 
STORAGE, INC. 
SELF STORAGE 
FACILITY 
AUCTION SALE 
Self Storage Facility 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News should be sent directly to klanier @turley. 
com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this newspa- 
per and can answer all of your questions regarding these 
notices. Please indicate the newspapers and publication 
date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. 
For questions regarding coverage area, procedures or 
cost, please call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit www. 
turley.com for more information. 


Operator’s Sale for non pay- 
ment of Storage Charges 
pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in M.G.L. Chapter 
105A, Section 4. The fol- 
lowing property will be sold 
at Public Auction at 12:30 
p.m. on March 8, 2012, 
on the premises of Feeding 
Hills Self Storage, Inc., 371 
South Westfield St, Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030. All tools, 
sporting goods, and miscel- 
lany held for Kristen Held, 
Unit 403. Sale per order of 
Feeding Hills Self Storage. 
Tel: 413-786-0009. Terms: 
Cash. Unit sold by entirety. 
Sale is subject to postpone- 
ment and/or cancellation. 
www.Storage AuctionsUSA.com 
Lic #111 

2/23,3/1/12 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD12P0243EA 
In the Estate of: 


Audrey J Roberts also 
known as Audrey Roberts 
Late of: Agawam, 

MA 01001 
Date of Death: 11/20/2011 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
a petition has been presented 
requesting that a document 
purporting to be the last will 
of said decedent be proved 
and allowed, and that Bank 
of America, N.A. formerly 
known as Fleet National 
Bank of Hartford CT be 
appointed executor/trix, 
named in the will to serve 
Without Surety. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance in said court at: Spring- 
field on or before ten 0’ clock 
in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 
on: 03/07/2012 

In addition, you must file 
a written affidavit of objec- 
tions to the petition, stating 
specific facts and grounds 
upon which the objection 
is based, within thirty (30) 


days after the return day (or 
such other time as the court, 
on motion with notice to 
the petitioner, may allow) 
in accordance with Probate 
Rule 16. 

Witness, Hon. Anne M. 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 8, 2012 

Thomas P. Moriarty, Jr. 

Register of Probate 
2/23/12 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. 120243EA 
Kstate of: Audrey J Roberts 
Date of Death: 
November 20, 2011 
MUPC SUPPLEMENTAL 
NOTICE 
To all persons who may 
have an interest in the above- 
captioned estate, the Division 
of Medical Assistance and, 
if interested, to the Office of 


the Attorney General and the 
United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs: 

Notice is being sent to 
you as you may have a legal 
interest in this case, in order 
to inform you of your rights. 

Under the new Massa- 
chusetts Uniform Probate 
Code Inventory and Accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
from the Personal Represen- 
tative and can Petition the 
Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distri- 
bution of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interest- 
ed parties are entitled to 
Petition the Court to Institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of the 
appointed Personal Represen- 
tative. 

Petitioner requests to be 
permitted to file a MUPC 
Bond. 

2/23/12 
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8’X28’ FLAT DECK trailer, 
brakes, lights, 2 5/16” ball hitch, 
tandem axle, 11,000 GVW. Like 
new. Must see. $1,700. (774)696- 
3320 


STOP 


NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
* SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
* CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
* BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 

Or any other 
personal information 
To someone 
you don't know 
when answering 
an advertisement. 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ALL NEW PLUSH top Queen 
mattress and box still in plastic. 
Was $599, Sell for $299. 
(413)885-3065. Rt. 20, Palmer. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


QUEEN PLUSH TOP Mattress 
Set Brand New in Plastic $150 
413-282-8360 


Tag Sale 


FEB. 25-26, 9AM-3PM, Indoor 
heated garage sale. Multi Family, 
#9 Valley View Hgts, Monson. 
Follow signs. Too much to list. 
MUST SEE! 


EASY STREET ANTIQUES. 
Buying antique & _ vintage 
glassware, pottery, hummels, 


jewelry, watches, military, toys, 
Legos, hunting, fishing, stringed 
instruments, clothing, books, tools, 
& more. We also provide estate 
sale services. 
www.ezstreetantiques.com 

or (413)626-8603. 


Business Equipment 


HVAC SERVICE BUSINESS 


10' box truck complete with all 
tools and equipment needed to 
run a successful HVAC 
business. $20,000 OBO 
(413)467-3872. 


ALL RED OAK, Seasoned, Over 
a cord guaranteed. Cut, split and 
prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


BE READY FOR FALL 
BURNING SEASON 
Debarked Cut & Split Firewood 
$180 PER CORD 
Delivery Available 
Rocky Mountain Wood Co. 
413-596-2348 


CORDWOOD 48 YRS in business 
Seasoned hardwood cut, split, 
delivered $200/ cord 128 cu.ft. 2 
cord minimum. Call (413)283- 
4977. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

“Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


FOUNTAIN FIREWOOD 2 YRS. 
SEASONED Red & White Oak, 
Mixed Hardwood $200. Green 


$180. 1-4 cords. Cut, split, 
delivered. Monson (413)657- 
6143. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. Approx. 7 cords per truck 
load. $650 delivered locally. Price 
subject to change. Also specialize 
in heat treated kiln dried firewood. 
Insect free. Dryness guaranteed 
Premium Hardwood Pellets $235 
per ton. Cash and Carry. 1-800- 
373-4500. 


PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 
HARD WOODS. Cut, split, 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. 
R.T. Smart & Sons. 1-413-267- 
3827. 


PARTLY SEASONED HARD- 
WOOD cut, split and delivered. 
Prompt delivery. MC/Visa 
Westview Farms 111 East Hill 
Road, Monson (413)267-9631. 


Miscellaneous 


AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE/AVIONICS. 
GRADUATE in 15 months. FAA 
approved; financial aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
National Aviation Academy today! 
1-800-292-3228 or NAA.edu 


NO EXCUSES. EARN your 
degree on campus or online at 
Hesser College. Bachelor's, 
Associate’s, Diploma programs. 
Call now. 800-761-8325. 
Information on our programs at 
www.go.myhesser.com 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


eREDUCE YOUR CABLE Bill!+ 
Get a 4-room all-digital satellite 
system installed free and 
programming starting at 
$24.99/mo. Free HD/DVR upgrade 
for new callers. Call 1-800-795- 
6179. 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/VIOLIN/FLUTE/trump 
et/trombone/amplifier/Fender 
guitar, $69. each. Cello/upright 


bass, saxophone/French 
horn/drums $185 each. 
Tuba/baritone horn/Hammond 


organ. Others 4 sale (516)377- 
7907. 


REFERENCE THIS AD & GET 10% OFF! 


HIC# 169216 œ 


tetson 
(Carpentry 


Specializing in 
all phases of carpentry. 
ll x From framing to finish work! 
j == NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 


STETSONCARPENTRY @YAHOO.COM 


Fully Insured 
Senior Citizen Discount l 
Contact Jim i 


413-544-4906 | 


e Roofing ° Siding 

e Windows œ Decks 

e Doors © Tile Work | 
e Interior Trim Work 

e Kitchens œ Baths 

e Hardwood Floors i 


+ www.turley.com + 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 
READ IT!!! 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 
50 Local Communities 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 
wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 


WINTERGARDEN IS BUYING 
ANTIQUES of all types including 
Furniture, Jewelry, Paintings, Art 
Pottery & Glass, Sterling Silver, 
Advertising, Toys & Dolls, Military 
Items, Swords, Clocks, Musical 
Instruments, Books, Old Radios, 
Wind-Up Phonographs, Vintage 
Clothing, Quilts, Linens and more. 
CALL (413)267-3786 or (413)539- 
1472. 


Wanted To Buy 


BROKEN DRUMS OF sets, 


hardware, parts and stands. 
Anything for drums. Call Mr. G, 
Holyoke (413)532-7182. 


wal 


Please Recycle This Newspaper 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 


IRS Problems - Let’s Talk 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Registered Notary Public 
Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Do you need your taxes done? 


ca: THE TAX LADY 
(413) 283-2391 


Get your maximum refund allowed. 
Didn’t file previous years? No problem. 


Electronic Filing 16+ Years Experience 
Michelle McGuigan TRS 


Certified Public Accountant s 
NEW LOCATION: 17 Pulaski St., Ware 
(413) 967-4217 


My focus = Your financial fitness 


¢ Fast, Accurate Tax Preparation • Maximum Deductions Allowable 
e Individuals, S-Corporations, Self Employed, C-Corporations 
e Reasonable Rates • Accounting Services 
e Advanced Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor • Audit Representation 


Call your local 
Turley Publications 
sales representative 

for information and rates 
on advertising your 
tax service here. 


Wanted To Buy 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS ‘in the Old Monson 
Bowling Alley” We are buying all 
types of Antiques and 
Collectibles!! Simply bring your 
items in for a Free Evaluation and/ 
or Cash Offer!! All Gold and 
Silver Items to include; jewelry, 
costume and estate pcs., wrist/ 
pocket watches, class ring, etc., 
broken or not. Silverware sets, 
trays, trophies, etc.., Coins of all 
sorts, Proof sets, Silver dollars 
and other coinage collections! All 
types of Old Advertising Signs, 
Military items to include Daggers, 
Swords, Bayonets, guns, medals, 
uniforms, etc. Old toys, train sets, 
dolls, metal trucks, old games, 
model car kits from the ‘60’s, old 
bicycles, motorcycles, pedal 
cars, Matchbox, action figures, 
Pre-1970’s Baseball cards, comic 
books, etc.! Old picture frames, 
prints and oil paintings, old 
fishing equipment, lures, tackle 
boxes! Post Card albums, old 
coke machines, pinball, juke 
boxes, slot machines, musical 
instruments, guitars of all types, 
banjos, horns, accordions, etc. 
Old cameras, microscopes, 
telescopes, etc. This is a general 
list of some items that can be 
worth Real Money. Just like on 
T.V. We buy all things seen on 
“Pickers” and the “Pawn Shop” 
shows!! Call or Bring your items 
in to our 4,500 square foot store!! 
64 Main Street., Monson (“The 
Old Bowling Alley”) We are your 
Estate Specialists!! Over 30 yrs. 
in the Antique Business! Prompt 
Courteous Service! Open Daily 
10:00- 5:00 Sun. 12:00- 5:00 
(413)267-3729. 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Call For An Appointment 
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Individuals & Business Taxes 
All Eligible Returns Filed Electronically At No Additional Charge 


364 East Street, Ludlow 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Penanalé Small Business Tax Reruns 
We Make House Calls 


Phone/Fax 
413-289-0058 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletamesqmail.com 


David È. Whitney 
Notary Public 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01053-9614 


ww kitchentakletanescom 


Income Tax Preparation 


26 years tax experience 


Bruce J. Charwick 


(413) 283-5596 


62 Jim Ash St. 
Palmer, MA 01069 
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A CALL WE HAUL 
Fast Junk Removal 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates 
Closings, Free Estimates, Attics 
Cleanouts, Appl, Bsmnts. 
Expert demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's accepted 
CALL NOW - 1-800-414-0239 
(413)283-5030 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design er Build Team 


“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 
www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens * Baths * Doors e Additions 
Renovations e Custom Designs e New Homes 


Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic, &ins, OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


20 Base Price 
24.00 


21 Base Price | 22 
24.50 
25 Base Price | 26 Base Price| 27 Base Price | 28 Base Price 
26.50 27.00 27.50 28.00 
29 Base Price 30 Base Price 31 Base Price 32 Base Price 
28.50 29.00 29.50 30.00 
33 Base Price | 34 Base Price | >> Base Price | 36 Base Price 
30.50 31.00 31.50 32.00 
37 Base Price | 38 Base Price | 39 Base Price | 40 Base Price 
32.50 33.00 33.50 34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


**A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL*** 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 
barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. (413)596-7286, 
(866)517-4285. 


A AND D HAULING. Affordable, 
Dependable Removal at its best! 
Real Estate closings our specialty. 
Will clean homes, attics, cellars 
and barns. *Demo work and metal 
removal at discounted rates. 10% 
discount with ad. Free estimates. 
413-477-0213 (business) 
413-575-7961 (cell) 


AFFORDABLE REMOVAL SERV- 
ICES, SNOW REMOVAL, attics, 
basements, garages. Cleaned, 
moving and odd jobs including Fall 
clean-up. Free estimates. 
(413)627-8717, (413)657-0343. 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


Base Price| #3 
25.00 


Home Improvement & Repait 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 


413-532-9949 
BBB 413-459-3343 


License # 99466 


ACCREDITED 
SUMNESS 


Kitchens ° Bathrooms e Tile 
Drywall Repair ¢ Interior Painting 
Custom Woodworking 
Insurance Work ¢ Laminate Flooring 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 508-245-1501, 413-650- 
0126 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 


ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 

GUTTER CLEANING- Property 


maintenance including painting, 
small home repairs, clean-outs 
and tree work. Senior Discounts 
available. Call Carl at (413)221- 
2113. 


Base Price | 24 
25.50 


+ www.turley.com + 


Services 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 
One call does it all 
Storm Clean-up 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
cell (413)668-6685. 


HANDYMAN, REPAIRS, NEW 
work, tile, ceramic, granite. Make 
your project a reality. Call Gil for 
estimate (413)323-0923 licensed, 
insured. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP 
AND REPAIR 
Push lawnmowers; riding mowers. 
Work done at your home. 
Call Mike at 
(413)348-7967. 


UPHOLSTERY E.R REASON- 
ABLY priced furniture repairs and 
re-upholstered. Fabric supplied by 
customer. Free estimates and 
delivery (Locally). Call Mon-Sat 
(413)388-5991. 


e 7. 
Aa Da 


Base Price 
26.00 


HADLEY | 


Services 


As 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
Carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Visit Us at Our New Place 
Demers & Sons 
401 Mill Valley Road 
Rte. 181 (across from 
Mill Valley Golf Course) 
Belchertown 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE since 1981. Servicing all 
makes and models of washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, stoves, 
dishwashers. For service call 
(413)536-0034. 


KNS CARPENTRY/HANDYMAN 
SERVICES Complete Construct- 
ion Services Company Exterior 
And Interior Specialist CSL 
105825 HIC 170964 Excellent 
Local References 413-250-4219 


Quabbin Village Hills 


Circulation: 50,500 


BELCHERTOWN 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTER WIZ 
For all your computing needs. 
Trouble shooting, virus 
removal, PC Tune up, 
Laptop Repair. 
1605 N Main St., Palmer MA 
(413)283-7500. 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lIl come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, 
software. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


HAVING TECHNICAL PROB- 
LEMS? Power On Computer 
Service technicians hold a 
CompTIA A+ Certification 
specializing in all computer fields 
to meet your computing needs. 
Reach Power On Computer 
Services at 413.265.6100 


iT 1 — 


NEED COMPUTER HELP??? 
We're on our way! PC Tune- 
Ups, Installs, Virus Removal, 
Networking. Support Local and 
Save! 

(413)331-0748 
www.mcswesternma.com 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 
CATEGORY: 


HUBBARDSTOM 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin ig Hills or the Suburban 


QUABBIN) (SUBURBAN Residential ZONE for $24.00 for 20 words plus 
A a 50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 
NAME PHONE 
ADDRE SS First ZONE base price A a includes additional words 
TOWN STATE 7IP Add a second ZONE 
Subtotal 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 


February 23, 2012 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES FOR 
Seniors - Do you own a computer, 
digital reader, or camera and you 
are not quite sure what to do with 
it? | can assist you with any 
technical job in your home. From 
programming your DVD player, 
computer set-ups, to helping you 
send an email. We take the time to 
show you how to use your 
electronic devices. Affordable 
rates. Call Jennifer 413-530-0519 


THE COMPUTER GUYS Mobile 
computer repair. We come to you! 
Kevin (413)896-5840. 


Eldercare 


CNA WILL TAKE care of elderly 
in the privacy of their home. 
References available. Call 
Roseann (413)427-6183 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scot Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


ELECTRICIAN AVAILABLE FOR 
industrial, commercial and 
residential jobs of all sizes. 30’ lift 
service available for hire. Licensed 
and fully insured with over 19 


years experience. License 
#20529A Ray Croteau 
413-284-0507. 

EXPERIENCED LICENSED 


ELECTRICIAN E51458. Large to 
small jobs. Prompt service, 
professional work, fully insured, 
free estimates. 24 hours. Bruce 
(413)883-9657. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
PROMPT, efficient, reasonable. 
Obligation—-free estimates. Senior 
discounts. Will beat anyone’s 
price. Fully insured. Local. Walter 
Paul Partyka Lic.#11294B. 
c#(413)455-7353, 
h#(413)532-0503 


Heating & Air Cond. 


OVER 50 YEARS combined 
experience. Forced warm air and 
central air conditioning instal- 
lations, alterations and repairs at 
affordable prices. Oil to gas 
conversions, duct work, humid- 
ifiers, high efficiency furnaces and 
air filtration systems. Call Mike 
413-275-3063 


Home Improvement 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall and 
painting services. For all your 
home improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC-License #CS093368. 
(413) 219-6951. 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell (860)301-8283 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Free 
estimates, references. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 


(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, roofing, additions. Insur- 
ance work. Basement waterproof- 
ing and French drains. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. 413-786- 
9250. Ron. Member of the Home 
Builders Association of MA. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
- Where Quality and the 
Assurance that your job will be 
done right and on time are always 
#1. Whether it's a roof, siding, 
windows or a deck etc. you can 
count on us! 20 years exp. FULLY 
LICENSED & INSURED. Visit us 
online at 
www.delreohomeimprovement.com 
or call Gary Delcamp and 
save.413-569-3733 office/fax MA 
Lic. #100821 MA Reg. #156758 
CT Lic. #0620422 


DRS PAINTING & HOME IM- 
PROVEMENTS One call does it 
all. Free estimates. Best price 
guaranteed. Lic #168118 Insured 
(413)218-9042 or e-mail us 
dsheldon12@yahoo.com 


MARTIN MURPHY CARPENTRY 
Complete Home Improvement 
Specialist-additions, garages, 
siding, windows, kitchens/baths, 
finished basements, septic, 
drainage, demolition, stone 


driveway repair. Please call-413- 
967-9897 license / registered / 
insured- cell 413-949-1901 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Landscaping 


LUCCHESI LANDSCAPING & 
TREE REMOVAL: Lawnmowing, 
cleanups, dethatching, fertilizing, 
mulch, pruning & tree removal. 
10% Senior Discount. Kyle 
Lucchesi (413)207-5226. 


Legal Services 


NEED A GOOD LAWYER? 
Attorney Kevin Jourdain can help! 
Bankruptcy, Drivers licenses, 
Personal Injury, Wills. An 
Affordable General Practice. Free 
Initial Consultation. (413)539- 
8000. 

We are a debt relief agency and 
help people file for bankruptcy 
under the bankruptcy code. 
www.attorneykevinjourdain.com 


ALBEE AND SONS PAINTING 
has been in Business for 
Over 40 Years. We Offer 

Free Estimates and are 
Fully Insured. Services that 
We Offer are: Interior/Exterior 
Painting, Staining, Texture 


Ceilings, Sheetrock, 
Power Washing, Wallpaper 
Removal, and Minor Carpentry 
Please Call 
Brian (413) 363-2897 
or John (413) 313-6262 
for Your Free Estimate Today 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Products That Assist 
ELDERLY and DISABLED 
Satisfy Your Needs 
IMPROVE YOUR COMFORT 
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 
(413)668-5299 


PIOTTE'S PLUMBING QUALITY 
work done at a low hourly rate, 
Master plumber out of Monson. 
MA lic#15595-m CT lic#0286282- 
p1 call Marc 413-893-9458 or 
mtpiotte@aol.com 


ANOTHER HARSH WINTER IS 
ON ITS WAY. Call Local Bldrs. 
for removing snow off your roof 
and all your roofing needs. 
Shingles, flat, metal and slate. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA 
CS#102453. Senior Discount 
(413)626-5296 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-2950. 


STORM CLEANUPS: BRUSH 
piles or small trees removed. 
Broken or hanging branches 
removed. Senior prices. (413)301- 
4997 or (413)796-7948. 


STUMP GRINDING 
FAST Service, Best Prices 
888-41 STUMP/413-289-1524 
BEAVER STUMP GRINDING 
Service 20+ years of 
local experience 
Tornado Damage 
Discounts 


Pets 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc. 


Dancer - 8 y.o. black male, 
Drummer's brother, used to home 
life, snuggler, leaner, walks well 
on leash, counter surfer, would 
like another dog for company, 
seems to be safe around cats 


Drummer - 8 y.o. black male, 
Dancers brother, used to home 
life, sweet, loving, gentle, loves to 
cuddle, would like another dog for 
company, seems to be safe 
around cats 


Peter — 2 1/2 brindle male, a little 
shy at first but warms up quickly, 
especially for treats, fast 
learner, does stairs and sits on 
command, seems to be safe 
around cats 


Nikki — 2 year old brindle female, 
listens well, loves attention, likes 
other dogs, walks well on leash, 
wonderful personality, does not 
seem to be cat safe 


Pam — 2 y.o. brindle female, very 
puppyish, a real Velcro dog, would 
do well in a home with a mature 
Greyhound who she could learn 
from and play with, needs a 
fenced-in yard, does not seem to 
be small animal safe 


Ranger - 8 y.o. brindle male, 
used to home life, affectionate, 
loves attention, is energetically 
playful, loves toys, very adaptable, 
happy-go-lucky, would do best in 
an adult home, seems to be cat 
safe 


Sammy -9 y.o. red male, used to 
home life, sweet disposition, likes 
to snuggle, loves to walk on leash 
and ride in the car, would like a 
quiet household, seems to be cat 
safe 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or Claire 
(413) 967-9088 orsee us 
February 25 at A.W. Brown, East 
Longmeadow, 11 a.m to 1 p.m. 


www.greyhoundoptions.org 
Horse Boarding 


BOX STALLS W/PADDOCKS, 


automatic waterers, pastures, 
trails, indoor, 52 stalls. 
Professional on farm 24 hrs. $350- 
$370. (413)283-7117, (413)262- 


LEARN TO RIDE, Jump, Show! 
Tiny Trotters Program. Licensed 
instructors. | Excellent school 
horses- ponies. Boarding, 
Training, Leases. (860)668-1656, 
(860)668-9990 
www.endofhunt.com 


Help Wanted 


AVON Up to 50% profit. 1-800- 
258-1815. avonnh@aol.com 


DRIVERS: GREAT HOMETIME 
$.40 CPM plus Bonus, Benefits, 
99% No-Touch, 24 hr. dispatch, 
late model equip. CDL-A 2yrs 
tractor/trailer exp. req. 

Logistics One: 1-888-880-5909, 
x120 


+ www.turley.com + 


DRIVERS- WIND RIVER EN- 
VIRONMENTAL seeks drivers to 
join our Wilbraham branch as a 
Tech servicing residential and 
commercial septic systems. Class 
A & B license with Tanker 
endorsement. Able to work a 
flexible schedule and on call. 
Competitive pay and benefits 
package. Qualified applicants: 
send resume to 


jobsnece@wrenvironmental.com 
or fax to 978-278-9228. 


DRIVERS: GETTING HOME is 
Easier, Chromed out trucks 
w/APU's, Chromed out pay 
package! 90% Drop & Hook CDL- 
A, 6 mos Exp. (888)247-4037 


LOCAL CONSTRUCTION COM- 
PANY now taking applications for 
the following positions: 

e Driver/ Laborer (Class A or B 
CDL) 

e Laborers 

e Equipment Operators 

If interested please call (413)599- 
1994 or apply within at 2378 
Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. 


MATURE ORGANIZED PERSON, 
seasonal, retirees welcome to 
work in busy cafeteria. Must be 
able to work Fridays and 
weekends through April and May, 
full time through August, 
weekends in September and 
October. Apply in person at 
Partners Restaurant in Feeding 
Hills Mon-Fri, 2-4. 


JANITORIAL 


Retail Cleaning 
20-25 Hours/Week 
KBS is recruiting in 

Holyoke $9-10/hr d.o.e. 
4am-8am shift 
Basic Cleaning Duties 
Call 413 505-9016 
www.KBS-Clean.jobs 
EOE 


THE REWARDS ARE ENDLESS- 
become a Foster Parent! Call 
today to learn about working with 
children and adolescents with 
special emotional needs. $350 
weekly tax free stipend. Call 
Devereux Therapeutic Foster Care 
at 413-734-2493. See us on 
facebook! 


PALMER 
OPEN HOUSE 
Feb. 26 11-2 
4 Caroline Circle 


Near MA Pike, Custom Cape, 
move-in condition, Cul-de-Sac. 4 
bdrms, large 2-stall garage, Family 
Room, Hardwood floors, Price 
Reduced $254.900. Gail 
Orzechowski (413)283-6012 


Real Estate 


PALMER BEAUTIFUL NEWER 3 
BR, 2.5 bath Cape, 1,960 sq. ft., 
2.7 acres, private. $309,900. Call 
Bill (413)284-0097. 


Find local opportunities 
or list your 
open positions here! 


Turley 


Publications|nc. 


Printers & Publishers Since 1962 
www.turley.com 
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Computer Services Home Improvement Help Wanted Help Wanted Real Estate 


Canty 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 


HARDWICK: Four bedroom 
Ranch with over 1700 sf, level lot, 
private setting with views and 
sunsets. $179,900 


HARDWICK: Antique Cape with 
acreage 13.49 to be exact. Over 
1900 sf, large garage/ carriage 
shed, stone walls and some recent 
updates. Country home so call 
today. $175,000 


NORTH BROOKFIELD: Two 
bedroom end unit Condo in Elm 
Meadow. Small country complex 
yet close to town. Walk out lower 
level. Low fee. $109,900 


Three agents needed for our 3 
offices! Team support, company 
sponsored ads, great value 
package, FREE agent website. 
Join the Power of CENTURY21. 
Call 508-885-3443 ask for Jim. 


Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 


Ruth Vadnais 413-967-6326 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 

Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St. George 413-967-3012 
Janis Quattrocelli 413-250-1639 


REAL ESTATE 
ASSOCIATES 


65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


JILL A. GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


TAKE THE "LEAP" WITH 
GRAVEL REAL ESTATE THIS 
FEBRUARY! 


SELLERS~ 
LIST YOUR SINGLE FAMILY 
HOME WITH ANY GRAVEL 
REAL ESTATE AGENT and 
you get $500 OFF CLOSING 
COSTS! 


BUYERS~ 

PURCHASE YOUR SINGLE 
FAMILY HOME WITH ANY 
GRAVEL AGENT and you get a 
FREE ONE YEAR HOME 
WARRANTY! 


It's going to be a 
FABULOUS FEBRUARY! 
Call one of our professional 
staff today! 


Evenings call: 


APRIL ADAMS 413-495-2276 
MAUREEN KOSS 413-967-0022 
COURTNEY SHAW 413-289-4450 
MERRIE BROWN 413-668-8190 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 413-477-6624 
VALARIE WILLIAMS 413-658-5471 
TINA BURKE 978-434-6000 
JILL GRAVEL 413-364-7353 
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Classifieds 


Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


February 23, 2012 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 


+ www.turley.com + 


Real Estate Mobile Homes Auto For Sale 


Jones Group 


“INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY 
OWNED SINCE 1958” 


OUT OUR 
NEW 
WEBSITE! 


BELCHERTOWN - Saltbox Colonial 
with updates on 10+ Acres with 
stone walls, brook, and small barn 
w/ electric & water. The home offers 
3BR, 2BA, central A/C & woodstove. 
(71337866) $369,000 


we H 
BELCHERTOWN - Move into this 
3BR, 2 BA Multi-Level Home. Freshly 
painted, newer roof & hot water heat- 
er & brick fireplace. Level yard on 
nearly an acre surrounded by stone- 
walls. (71325244) $229,000 


OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY 1:00 PM-3:00 PM 


oe 
as ee 


46 C 
BELCHERTOWN - Come see this 
Colonial 4BR Home up the road from 
Swift River. Major updates include 
roof, furnace, 23x43 deck, granite 
counters, windows, water heater. 
1 acre, 2-car gar. (71280180) 
$284,900 


OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY 12:00 PM-1:30 PM 


p zy 


801 Franklin St., BELCHERTOWN — 
Move-in ready Ranch with 3BR, Huge 
eat in kitchen with pantry, and full 
walkout basement. Renovated bath- 
room with ceramic tile & hardwood 
throughout. New windows. (71310919) 
$197,900 


OPEN HOUSE 
_ SUNDAY 1:00 PM-3:00 PM 


= 


UER ae A 
180 Barton Ave., BELCHERTOWN 
— Contemporary Ranch, 3 BR, 2 BA, 
living room w/ vaulted ceiling. Kitchen 
w/ breakfast bar, wrap-around deck, 
2-car garage and partially fenced 
yard on 2.88 acres (71316326) 
$275,000 


OPEN HOUSE 
_ SUNDAY 2:00 PM-4:00 PM 


= aF ri T 
147 N. Washington, BELCHERTOWN 
— Gorgeous Colonial w/ 4BR, 2.5BA 
on 6.36 acres in prime location with 
PRIVACY & close to town and schools 
(71331001) $329,000 


Jones Group Realtors 
Amherst 413-549-3700 


Belchertown 323-7295 
Northampton 413-585-0400 


JonesRealtors.com 


Mobile Homes 


DASAP MOBILE HOMES Sales 
View all our new and used homes 
at | www.dasap.mhvillage.com 
(413)593-9961. Servicing all of 
Western Mass. 


CHICOPEE BY TARNOW, 3 
bedrooms, 2 bath, gas, air, 
shingles, appliances. Beautiful 
home & park. Easy access to 
interstates. Family Park. DASAP 
(413)593-9961. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


FAIRVIEW CHICOPEE’ NICE 
area, 2 family, 1st fl, 2 BR. Freshly 
renovated, HW Floors and tile. 
Kitchen all new appliances, central 
AC, Gas heat, laundry room, WD, 
No pets, non smoker. $925 + 
Utilities Call for info (413)575- 
8255. 


PALMER. 4 BR eat-in kitchen, 
pantry, yard. Pet OK, off-street 
parking. $1,100 a month (413)883- 
3729 or (781)235-1739 


urley 


Publications*|nc. 


Printers & Publishers Since 1962 
www.turley.com 


FOR RENT 


A 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


INDIAN ORCHARD 5 room, heat 
& hot water included. Stove & 
refrigerator. Near bus line. 
$775/mo. 1st and last. (413)543- 
5326. 


LUDLOW 2 BEDROOM 
apartment, ist fl, includes refrig., 
stove, central heat, ac. No 
Utilities. No pets $675/ mo. Call 
(413)315-0368. 


WARE MAPLE AVE. 2 bdr, 
appliances, storage, parking. No 
pets. WD hook-up, references, 
yard. $750/ mo. Available 
immediately. (413)427-1326. 


PALMER THREE RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 1 
bdrm, $630, 2 bdrm, $730 month. 
All units renov. w/disposal, 
dishwashers, microwave, elec. 
range, carpets. Parking, fishing 
and playground. Cats okay. Call 
413-283-9472. 


PALMER. LG. STUDIO. Laundry 
on premises, off-street parking, 
w/w carpeting, quiet, convenient 
location. (413)454-1201. 


WARREN SINGLE FAMILY, 3 
BEDROOM, stove, refrigerator, 
wd hook-ups, off-street parking, 
yard. (413)627-8578 


Vacation Rentals 


FOR RENT: ONE week at the 
largest timeshare in the world. 
Orange Lake is right next to 
Disney and has many amenities 
including golf, tennis, and a water 
park. Weeks available are Mar. 
18-25, Mar. 25-Apr. 1, Apr. 1-8, 
Apr. 8-15 & Apr. 22-29, 2012. 
(Sun. to Sun.) $850 inclusive. 
Email: carolaction@aol.com 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom, weeks 
available in May 2012 and more. 
Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Agawam Advertiser News ° Barre Gazette * Country Journal 


DONATE YOUR CAR & receive 
free $2,000 grocery savings 
coupons. IRS Tax Deductible. 
Free tow. All cars. Any condition. 
1-855-CURE-KIDS (1-855-287- 
3543). Visit: 
www.ACureforkids.org 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 


paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


DONATE YOUR VEHICLE LOVE 
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. Free 
towing & non-runners accepted. 
800-549-2791. Help Us Transform 
Lives In The Name Of Christ. 


SELL YOUR CAR, truck or SUV 
today. All 50 states, fast pick-up 
and payment. Any condition, make 
or model. Call now 1-877-818- 
8848. www.MyCarforCash.net 


The Deadline 
to Submit Classified 


Line Ads is 


Friday at Noon 


Three zones and a whole lot of coverage area! 


Chicopee Register * The Journal Register 


The Ludlow Register * Quaboag Current ¢ The Sentinel 
shopping Guide * Southwick Suffield News Ħ° The Holyoke Sun 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times ° The Town Common 


Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News 


Visit our web site to place your ad with the click of your mouse! 
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Send all community calendar items to the 
Agawam Advertiser News at aan@turley. 
com, fax to 786-8457 or mail to 23 South- 
wick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. Please 
list time, date and place of event, contact in- 
formation and a brief description of the ac- 
tivity involved. Deadline for all community 
submissions is noon on Monday. 


Friday, Feb. 24 


THE AGAWAM PUBLIC LIBRARY will 
host a viewing of the movie, “Mr. Popper’s 
Penguins” for children ages 5 and up at 3 
p.m. This PG-rated movie is based on the 
popular children’s book. Children under 
age 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 


A TAG, BAKE, RUMMAGEAND BOOK 
SALE will be held at First Park Memorial 
Baptist Church, 4 Garfield St., Springfield 
today and tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information, call the church office 
at (413) 734-1715. 


Saturday, Feb. 25 


WINTER WONDERLAND, A FUN AF- 
TERNOON OF GAMES, crafts, food and 
face painting for ages 3 to 7 has been planned 
by the Agawam Library Teen Council and 
teen volunteers from 1-3 p.m. Register for 
this program online at agawamlibrary.org or 
call (413) 789-1550 ext. 4. 


Sunday, Feb. 26 


MUSIC ON MAIN’S ninth season 
will present “Sixteen Hands at Steinway 
Grands,” at 3 p.m. at First Congregational 
Church, 165 Main St., Amherst. The concert 
is open to the public. In lieu of an admis- 
sion charge, freewill donations at the door 
will support the church’s long-term piano 
and organ maintenance fund. A reception, 


open to all, follows the concert. (Snow date, 
March 4.) 


Tuesday, Feb. 28 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER 
will host a free movie at 12:30 p.m. (“Leap 
Year”). The public is welcome. 


KNITTING INSTRUCTOR SANDY EL- 
LIS is at the Agawam Public Library the first 
Tuesday of the month now through May at 
the Adult Drop-In Sit & Knit program to of- 
fer troubleshooting help and introduce new 
projects as well. Adult Drop-In Sit & Knit 
meets Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. at the library 
and anyone is welcome. It is for adults 18 
and older and no registration is necessary. 


THE AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH FAMILY PLAY GROUP offers 
crafts, stories, songs, free play and more on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Playgroup is 
open to children birth through age 5 with a 
parent or caregiver, and takes place at the 
church located at 745 Main St. For more in- 
formation, email jbrownacc @verizon.net or 
call the office at 786-7111. 


FIRST PARK MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH, corner of Forest Park Ave. and 
Garfield Street in Springfield, has a Prayer 
Shawl Ministry that meets every Tuesday 
at 2 p.m. in the church parlor. Participants 
enjoy fellowship while creating shawls for 
those who need them. Every level of knit- 
ting or crocheting is welcome. The public 
is invited to join. For more information, call 
the church office at 734-1715. 


Wednesday, Feb. 29 


THE WESTFIELD ATHENAEUM will 
present writer, sculptor and graphic designer 
Holly Robbins, who will speak on “Comple- 


Agawam High School 
Counseling bulletin 


College Acceptances: 

Alicia Busco: Assumption College 

Tommy Long: Western New England Uni- 
versity, Westfield State University 

Lucas Guisto: Westfield State University, 
Worcester State University 

Emily Davenport: New College of Florida, 
UMass Boston, Emmanuel College 

Victoria Smith: Bay Path College 

Leis] Bard: Quinnipiac University, Stone- 
hill College, Merrimack College 

Kristina Vickers: Framingham State Uni- 
versity 

Liana Blais: Salve Regina University, 
UMass Dartmouth, Westfield State Univer- 
sity 

Kaite Noll: Bryant University, Salem State 
University 

Austin Harpin: University of Rhode Island, 
University of New Hampshire, Keene State 
University; Coastal Carolina University, East 
Carolina University 

Elmira College: Has extended the deadline 
for completing a visit to qualify for the out- 
of-state $3,000 award until Mar. 31. In addi- 
tion, if students complete their first visit dur- 
ing this period of time, you will be eligible to 
receive a $100 Visa gift card to help defray 
cost of travel. 

Carpenters Apprentice Opportunities: 
The New England Training Fund will be con- 


ducting interviews to establish an “Eligible 
Pool of Apprentice Applicants.” Open to high 
school graduates, GED diploma students 
and high school seniors with a letter from 
high school stating they will be graduating 
by May or June. Applicants must attend one 
informational session. Sessions are available 
Feb. 15 or Mar. 21 at 6 p.m. at 13 Holman 
Road, Millbury. Visit www.NECarpenter- 
sTraining.org for more information. 

TERI Financial Aid Assistance: TERI 
College Planning Centers, with funding from 
the MA Dept. of Higher Ed., offers free assis- 
tance with completing financial aid applica- 
tions. Visit www.tericollegeplanning.org for 
resources available. 

Scholarships: See your counselor or visit 
the websites for more information or an ap- 
plication. 

American Chemical Society Scholars 
Award; Order Sons of Italy Grand Lodge 
Scholarships; The College Club of Spring- 
field; Mass. Elks Vocational Grant Program; 
American Council of the Blind; Christian 
Herter Memorial Scholarship; Vegetarian Re- 
source Group; Red Pine Scholarship; Buick 
Achievers Scholarship; Drive2Life PSA Con- 
test; Youth Foundation; Asthma and Allergy 
Foundation of America New England; Mili- 
tary Order of the Purple Heart; Yawkey Foun- 
dation Scholarship; Best Buy Scholarship. 


Lions Club scholarship 
applications now available 


The Agawam Lions Club is seeking appli- 
cants for six $1,500 scholarships which will 
be awarded to deserving Agawam seniors to 
further their studies. Applications are avail- 
able at the Agawam High School website, 
www.agawampublicschools.org or from 
Donald Sorel, Lions scholarships chairman, 
at (413) 786-1667. 

Qualifications for receiving the awards 
are competitive based on need, academic 


achievements, citizenship (community ser- 
vice) and extracurricular activities. Complet- 
ed forms may be submitted to Donald Sorel, 
Lions Scholarship Committee Chairman, 
23 Edgewood Lane, Agawam, MA 01001. 
No applications will be considered if post- 
marked after March 31. 

The Lions Club has awarded over $80,000 
in scholarship aid over the last 10 years. 


mentary Lives: Samuel E. Courtney and 
Booker T. Washington” at 7 p.m. in the 
Florence Rand Lang Auditorium as part of 
its spring lecture series. The lecture is free 
and open to the public. Refreshments will 
be served. For more information, call (413) 
562-0716 or visit www.westath.org. 


THE CHILDREN’S PLAY GROUP of 
First Park Memorial Baptist Church, corner 
of Forest Park Avenue and Garfield Street in 
Springfield, meets every Wednesday from 
10-11:30 a.m. This is an opportunity for 
mothers or fathers and their pre-school age 
children to get-together and socialize, share, 
play and laugh. For more information, 
call the church office at (413) 734-1715. 


Thursday, March 1 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT 
THE QUADRANGLE will present On His- 
tory’s Front Steps: One Irish Clan’s Exploits 
in Northampton, “The Paradise of Amer- 
ica,’ 1930-2010, featuring James Francis 
Cahillane, M.A., author and poet, at 12:15 
in the Museum of Fine Arts, at 21 Edwards 
St., Springfield. Admission is $4 ($2 for mu- 
seum members). Parking is free. For infor- 
mation, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 488. 


UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


A CARD, COIN AND MEMORABILIA 
SHOW will be held Sunday, March 4 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Chicopee Boys and 
Girls Club, 580 Meadow St. Admission is 
$1; kids under 10 are free. There will be 
over 40 tables, a door prize drawing every 
30 minutes, and the club is handicap acces- 
sible. For more information, call (413) 593- 
6046. 


THE FRIENDS OF THE AGAWAM 
SENIOR CENTER will host a corned beef 


Arts 


and cabbage dinner fundraiser, Wednesday, 
March 7 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the senior 
center, 954 Main St. Donation is $10 for 
adults and $5 for children under 10. For 
tickets, call Emile Coté at (413) 335-9440. 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL 
will present Rita Parisi in her one-woman 
play “Zelda, Musings of the First American 
Flapper” as part of its popular Applause Se- 
ries, Friday, March 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the Aga- 
wam Public Library, located at 750 Cooper 
St. This event is free and open to the public. 
Additional information on each of the Ap- 
plause Series events is available at www. 
agawamcc.org. 


THE MOUNT HOLYOKE CHAMBER 
SINGERS will host a concert, Sunday, 
March 11 at 2 p.m. in the Skinner Memorial 
Chapel of the United Congregational Church 
of Holyoke as part of the “Experience Mu- 
sic at United” series. Suggested donation is 
$10; $5 for students and seniors. For more 
information, visit www.uccholyoke.org or 
call (413) 532-1483. 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL 
will sponsor a reception to celebrate and 
honor winners of the Second Annual Writ- 
ing Competition at the Agawam Public Li- 
brary at 7 p.m., Tuesday, March 13. Winners 
in all categories that qualified for judging 
will share their work for the audience’s en- 
joyment. Light refreshments will be served 
after the presentation. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may 
be worth more as a donation than a trade-in. 
Call the Massachusetts Association for the 
Blind at (888) 613-2777 for more informa- 
tion. Towing is free. All donations are tax 
deductible. 


‘Plan Your Own Day’ 
in New York with ACC 


The Agawam Cultural Council is spon- 
soring a “Plan Your Own Day” bus trip to 
New York City on Saturday, May 5. There 
are many possible activities, including mu- 
seums, plays and other cultural events that 
are available to those going on the trip. A 
leader on each bus will be available to help 
with information and suggestions. The bus 
will make five stops in the city along Fifth 
Avenue. The stops are the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum, Rockefeller Center, the Times Square 
Show Ticket Booth, 34th Street, and the 
South Street Seaport. Riders may elect to get 
off at any of the stops. 

Buses will depart from the Roberta G. Do- 
ering School, 68 Main St., Agawam parking 


lot in the rear of the building at 6:25 a.m. 

The price is $35 per person. This is a very 
popular trip, so reservations should be made 
as early as possible. 

The return trip will leave New York City at 
6:30 p.m. and be back in Agawam between 
9:30 and 10 p.m. 

For more information, call Jane Eitel or 
Walter Mantani, bus trip coordinators, at 
413-789-1201. 

To order tickets by mail, send a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope to Agawam Cul- 
tural Council, 153 Anthony St., Agawam, 
MA 01001 with check made out to Agawam 
Cultural Council. 


See moon rocks and lunar 
soil at the sclence museum 


SPRINGFIELD -The Springfield Science 
Museum and the Springfield Stars Club will 
celebrate the historic Apollo moon landings 
of four decades ago on Friday, March 2, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Ed Faits, president of the Arunah Hill 
Natural Science Center in Cummington, 
will present “One Small Step,’ a look back 
at Project Apollo, the greatest engineering 
achievement of all time. 

Participants will also have an opportunity 
to examine authentic moon rocks and lunar 
soil samples collected by the Apollo astro- 
nauts that are on loan from NASA, courtesy 
of Skip Price, professor of geology and as- 
tronomy at Greenfield Community College. 

Observing through the museum’s large 
rooftop telescope will follow, weather per- 
mitting. 


Stars Over Springfield observatory pro- 
grams are offered on the first Friday of each 
month from September through May. The 
program features an introductory program 
on topics such as space exploration, seasonal 
sights of the night sky, current astronomical 
research, or an explanation of events such as 
an eclipse or the appearance of a comet. 

The programs are best suited for families 
with children ages 8 and older, however 
younger children are also welcome. Admis- 
sion is $3 for adults and $2 for children 17 
and under. 

The Springfield Science Museum is locat- 
ed on the Quadrangle at 21 Edwards St. in 
downtown Springfield. Free onsite parking 
is available. For information about astrono- 
my programs at the museum, call (413) 263- 
6800, ext. 318. 
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Wood-carved birds flock to 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM — Vincent G. Martin of Aga- 
wam’s Quail Run Estates is a master wood- 
carver, even though the outgoing 90 year-old 
has never taken a lesson in his life. 

“I learned by reading books and by practic- 
ing,’ said Martin, maker of life-sized and ex- 
ceptionally realistic, hand-carved and painted 
wooden bird sculptures. 

Martin began woodcarving as a hobby in 
1982 and his favorite piece is also his first 
piece, a full-sized Canada Goose. Many of his 
other birds, including a full-scale swan, were 
inspired by those he saw during the 31 years 
he spent traveling between his homes in Cape 
Cod’s Marstons Mills and in Florida. 

“I had no real interest in birds but I’ve 
learned about them through the years,’ he 
said. 

Martin moved to independent senior living 
space in August 2011. His woodshop is set up 
in his apartment’s spare room. Windows fill 
an entire wall to let in a fantastic amount of 
natural light for when he paints his birds with 
acrylics and ultra-fine brushes for detail. Hun- 
dreds of hand tools, including band and table 
saws, and a work bench fill the room with just 
enough space to walk around. 

“I had heard about the birds and, when I 
went to his apartment and saw them, I was 
amazed. Vincent has never had a woodcarving 
class or instruction of any kind. They are just 
incredible and realistic,’ said Gail Towle, en- 
richment coordinator at Quail Run Estates. 

The carvings have been on display in the 
oak and glass dining area display cases since 
early fall. They will be shown through the end 
of February and Towle hopes that residents of 
Agawam and Feeding Hills will visit the Quail 
Run Community Center to see them. 

Birds of all feathers, including sandpipers, 
black-capped chickadees and woodpeckers, 
fill the shelves. Many were brought by Mar- 
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tin to adorn his new apartment and few are on 
loan from family members. If you look care- 
fully, you will find dedication plaques on the 
bases that read “From Papa.” 

Martin grew up in the Bronx and served 
as forward observer for an Infantry Cannon 
Company in France and Germany during 
World War II. After marrying, he moved to 
Springfield with his late wife, Alice, and their 
two children to be closer to her family. 

Originally a traveling jewelry salesman, 
Martin worked a short two-year stint at Per- 
kins Machine and Gear before becoming a 
time study engineer at Milton Bradley. Twen- 
ty-nine years later, he had worked his way up 
to the office of executive vice president and 
was in charge of nine Milton Bradley compa- 
nies across Europe, New Zealand, Canada and 
Mexico. 

“When I was working, I took photography 
and did a lot of pictures. I had a dark room in 
the basement and two enlargers,” said Martin. 
“When I retired, I needed something to do so 
I decided that woodcarving and birds would 
be it.” 

Martin’s ideas come from photographs that 
he sees in bird books and magazines. After 
gathering all his reference materials, he makes 
a pattern from his drawing and traces it onto 
the wood. He then cuts out the basic shape 
with a band saw and starts the carving process, 
that sometimes take months. 

Carved from American linden or basswood, 
the wood is harder than pine but soft enough 
to carve and still hold fine detail without chip- 
ping. Each piece is solid but also lightweight. 

Martin, also fond of making stained glass, 
is currently working on a pair of jewelry box- 
es for two nieces. With the help of Towle, he 
hopes to start a woodcarving class for Quail 
Run residents in the summer. 

To see Vincent Martin’s bird carvings, visit 
the Quail Run Estates at 50 Cardinal Drive in 
Agawam. For more information, contact Gail 
Towle at 413-786-9688. 


A lesson in government 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Cub Scouts from Pack 77 Den 6 met with Agawam Mayor Richard A. 
Cohen to learn about their local government and get a tour of town 
hall. Pictured with the mayor are, back row, from left, Peter Stassen, 
Shane Kendall, Cameron Chrisanthopoulos, Jeffrey Boucher, and 
Aidan Quesnette. Front row, from left, Cameron Coffer, Joshua Wil- 


liams, and Evan Moren. 
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Quail Run Estates 
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Quail Run Estates resident Vincent G. Martin is a master woodcarver, de- 
spite never having taken lessons. His creations are on display now at 
Quail Run, located at 50 Cardinal Drive in Agawam. 


Promoting awareness 
through baked goods 


» 


Team Missy. 


On Saturday, Feb. 4, members of Team 
Missy, made up of friends and family of 
Melissa Sheehan-Black, gathered for a 
bake sale at Stop & Shop in Feeding Hills. 
The purpose of the sale was to promote 
awareness about brain cancer and to raise 
money for her 7-year old son Ethan’s col- 
lege fund. Sheehan-Black lost her long, 
courageous battle with brain cancer on 
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Jan. 3 at the age of 33. Erin, Linda and 
Bridget O’Neill and their extended fam- 
ily and friends organized the sale and 
baked the wonderful treats. The family 
was grateful to Stop & Shop for allow- 
ing the sale to take place at th store and 
thanks the community for their generos- 
ity and support. 


‘Requiem for Haiti’ fundraiser set for April 10 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


The Agawam High School Choir is set to 
have a fundraiser for the Wood for Haiti or- 
ganization on April 10. The project, entitled 
“Requiem for Haiti,’ will be held at Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Springfield. 

“The idea for ‘Requiem for Haiti’ was a 
spark from my father’s projects with Haiti. I 
wanted to do something to help someone in 
need,’ said Sonia Funk, director of choral ac- 
tivities at Agawam High School. 

Funk is the daughter of Dr. Gary Funk, 
founder and president of the Wood for Haiti 
organization, which supplies building mate- 
rials and construction training for Haitians 
to build hurricane and earthquake-resistant 
homes and community centers. 

“I thought that bringing this idea and 
awareness to our youth would be a wonderful 
way for students to step outside their shoes 


into someone else’s and reach out. In the be- 
ginning, it was my idea but now the students 
are driving the project,” said Funk. 

The choral students were inspired by the 
incredible journey of their teacher’s father 
to post-earthquake Haiti, where he met with 
Sean Penn and many high-ranking officials to 
talk about how his group could assist efforts. 

The students have decided to raise $25,000 
for the project and the hundreds of thousands 
of people still misplaced since the earthquake 
that devastated the country in January 2010. 

“This project gives the students a purpose. 
Having a goal behind singing this beautiful 
music means everything to their performance 
because it comes from a real place. It is so 
incredible to see their energy,’ said Funk of 
her choir class, which rehearses daily from 
noon tolp.m. 

Funk and her students also asked AHS art 
teachers Deb Florek and Amber Waters to 
get their students involved with an art project 


about Haiti and its people. Excited about the 
idea, their students will create an art display 
for the concert’s reception area. The high 
school’s video department students will film 
the fundraiser. 

The fundraiser concert will also feature 
Carol Toth and her choir from East Long- 
meadow High School as well as dancers from 
West Springfield High School. 

“What better way to show love and give 
aide then to sing? People use music all the 
time to express what cannot be expressed 
with words alone. We are hoping people hear 
our voices and respond with love and care for 
others in need,’ said Funk, a native of Mon- 
tana who moved to Massachusetts to attend 
the New England Conservatory. 

Funk lives in Springfield’s East Forest 
Park with her two children and began teach- 
ing at Agawam High School eight years ago. 
A long-time member of the Trinity United 
Methodist choir, the Springfield landmark 


will host the event that was patterned after 
a fundraiser that her father staged two years 
ago. 

“My father has always been someone 
I have looked up to for years and I feel we 
all try to work together as a family when it 
comes to projects and helping others. His out- 
reach for Haiti has turned on a light inside of 
me. I cannot explain it, but I feel it is neces- 
sary to bring this outreach and awareness to 
the youth,” said Funk, whose mother and two 
sisters are also involved in the organization. 

“The youth are our future and knowing 
about world events, like this one, and hav- 
ing a mission in helping someone else helps 
remind us that we are all one on this planet. 
We are all a part of this world and each wheel 
turns the next. We need each other,” she said. 

For more information about the Wood for 
Haiti concert, email sfunk @agawamteachers. 
org. To learn more about the Wood for Haiti 
organization, visit woodforhaiti.org. 


